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Sound Off 





729-4006 

Sound Off 729-4006 is an opin 
ion forum. A place for readers 
to comment or unwind. To join 
in, please call 729-4006 after 5 
p.m. on weekdays and anytime 
over the weekend. Please leave 
longer messages at our web 
site at www.micomnews.com 
Callers must not slander the 
good citizens of Western 
Wayne County. Readers must 
be aware that Sound Off 
callers’ opinions are not pre¬ 
sented as facts. MCN neither 
shares nor endorses callers’ 
opinions. We only provide a 
place for our readers to speak 
freely. 


Grocery store strikes 
making it too costly 
for caller to eat 


I’m not against unions. I was a 

union worker for 30 years. 

I don’t know what the answer 
is, but it’s like automobiles, you 
can’t afford to buy a new automo¬ 
bile anymore. 

It’s getting to the point where 
you almost can’t afford to eat any¬ 
more. Is there an alternative to 
the strikes at the grocery store? 
Possibly a rollback so the price of 
food can be reduced. 

Think about it 


Did Gov. Engler 
cheap out on election 
year pothole repairs? 


Do you think Gov. Engler ap¬ 
proved the deep well to divert at¬ 
tention from all the deep potholes 
he patched a few years ago with 
just enough asphalt to get himself 
reelected? 

Most of the potholes have 
come back bigger and badder 
than they were before the gover¬ 
nor’s quick fix. 

With our high gas tax, I should¬ 
n’t have to pay for tires and car re¬ 
pairs. 


Road construction 
work shouldn’t be 
started without plans 


The construction company that 
abandoned Morton-Taylor Road 
ought to be forced to spend some 
rush hour time trying to go north 
or south in Canton 

All that work has created is 
more bottlenecks. 

I don’t think that construction 
work ought to be started without 
doable plans. 
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Spaghetti 
dinner to 
benefit 
Shannon 


By Gena Giannuzzi 
MCN Special Writer 


Shannon Spicer is a 9 year old 
little girl Fighting a disease that no 
child should ever have to suffer. 
Shannon was diagnosed on Octo¬ 
ber 26th 2000 with Leukemia. 
Leukemia is a form of cancer that 
attacks the blood cells. Fortu¬ 
nately Shannon doesn’t have to 
face this fight alone. She is sur¬ 
rounded by a loving family and a 
community that is banding to¬ 
gether to help her family in their 
time of need. 

Jackie Belinc, Shannon’s 
neighbor, and owner of Jackie’s 
Open Pit Restaurant, came up 
with the idea for a benefit 
spaghetti dinner. Belinc, who has 
been deeply effected by Shan¬ 
non’s Fight against Leukemia, 
said, “I just want to do what I can 
do.” 

Belinc has lined up donations 
from Gordon’s Food Service, 
Sam’s Club, MAS Distributors, the 
Texas Roadhouse, and hotel 
rooms from Day’s Inn. People 
have donated computers, and 
money, and the VFW donated the 
hall for the dinner. Belinc added, 
“People can donate or come. 
They can even show up at the 
door.” 

”When Jackie found out about 
Shannon she called me crying, 
and asked what she could do to 
help. She has done a lot for our 
family. She is a wonderful per¬ 
son,” said Barb Burtch, Shannon’s 
mother 

Also affected by Shannon’s 
Fight against Leukemia is Shan¬ 
non’s gym teacher at Halecreek 
Elementary, Bill Baum, who said 
that Shannon is well liked, and an 
exceptional child. 

Baum is also helping with the 
spaghetti dinner. He has coordi¬ 
nated over 40 volunteers to help 
out at the high school as well as 
sponsored a school fundraiser on 
Shannon’s behalf last December 
’’Shannon loves everything. 
She loves to run, jump rope, and 
play games. She is always happy, 
and positive,” Baum said. Baum 
who also teaches Shannon’s twin 
sister Shelby, and 11 year old 
brother Jesse said, “They are all 
good kids.” 

Shannon’s mom says that she is 
like any other kid. “Shannon 
loves to be with her Grandma and 
Grandpa. She likes to go to the 
movies, ride her scooter, swim, 
and ride horses.” 

However, all of these things 
will have to wait for now. Shelby 
is currently undergoing weekly 
chemotherapy injections, her im¬ 
mune system is down, and she is 
too sick to go to schooL 

Mrs. Burtch said, “She is going 
through the harder phases of 
chemo, and has been really sick 
this time. It is hard to explain to a 
nine year old that even though 
this is making her sick right now it 
is supposed to make her better.” 

’’Jessie and Shelby took it real¬ 
ly hard at First. They get upset 
when they see Shannon throwing 
up and crying because she is so 
sick, but they know to just keep 
on praying for her. Shelby said 
she would even give a kidney, 


Call low . 

7344 {222 

Auto Finance Center 

1379 E. Michigan. YpsHantl, Ml 48198 




bone marrow, or anything to help 
her sister.” 

For a 9 year old, Shannon 
knows a lot about what is happen¬ 
ing to her. She has to get spinal 
taps on a regular basis, and takes 
a lot of medicine, but she under¬ 
stands what medication she gets, 
what the^r effects are, and how 
much to take. She had to get a 
Broviac Catheter surgically im¬ 
planted in her chest for the chemo 
injections, and even knows how 
to flush her own tube. 

Mrs. Burtch is having to learn a 
lot about Shannon’s medical care 
too, as she will soon be required 
to give her own daughter chemo 
injections in her Broviac 
Catheter at home on a daily basis. 

The chemotherapy has been 
hard on Shannon, not only be¬ 
cause it is making her sick, but 
because she is going to lose all of 
her long, red hair. She had to get 
her hair cut short at the beginning 
because the doctors said it would 
make the complete loss much eas¬ 
ier on her, but her hair is current¬ 
ly thinning. 

”It is hard on Shannon to lose 
her hair, not only because she is a 
girl, but because she is a twin,” 
said her mother 

Shannon still has 20 more 
months of chemotherapy to go. 
She will be on chemo for two 
years. At the end of the 2 years 
she will be checked again to see if 
the cancer is in remission. She 
wants to have an ‘I’m off of 
chemo’ party when the treatments 
end. 

”1 don’t know how we could get 
through this without our faith,” 
Mrs. Burtch emphasized. 

The family attends Emmanual 
Baptist Church in Carletoa “They 
have been awesome. We have a 
great church family, and we have 
wonderful friends. Our church 
friends have been there right 
along with us. Shannon’s hospital 
room was Filled with people every 
single day. People cooked meals 
everyday. Neighbors were also 
helping out with my kids.” 

“Shannon has learned a lot 
about people, and how good they 
can be. At Christmas her grand¬ 
mother wrote the paper asking 
people to send Christmas cards to 
encourage Shannon. People sent 
Christmas cards from all over. 
One lady invited us out to Dear- 
bom to ride horses. That is when. 


Ford Rd., between Wildwood & Venoy in Westland 


the 

1998 Expedition XLT 4x4 

Blue, full power, power seat, 
off road wheels.. $ 20,998 00 . 


(See our ad in today’s classified section) 


By JIM RAREY 
MCN Special Writer 


The Romulus City Council, at 
its March 5th meeting, authorized 
the hiring of an attorney to inves¬ 
tigate the feasibility of filing a 
lawsuit against the Michigan De¬ 
partment of Environmental Quali¬ 
ty (MDEQ). At issue is the permit 
granted by MDEQ to EDS on Ffeb. 
22nd for construction of a storage 
and treatment facility at its haz¬ 
ardous waste injection well site 
on Citrin Drive in Romulus. 

Mayor William Oakley estimat¬ 
ed the cost of the feasibility study, 
and lawsuit if warranted, would 
run between $10,000 and $25,000. 
Any lawsuit would have to be 
filed in a circuit court no later 


than 21 days from the Fteb. 22 date 
the permit was issued. 

At the same time the hiring of 
the attorney was approved, the 
council authorized Mayor Oakley 
to sign an “Interlocal” agreement 
with Taylor and Wayne County to 
share costs of fighting the injec¬ 
tion well. 

The mayor said several ques¬ 
tions had been raised about the 
agreement that needed to be re¬ 
solved with the Corporation Coun¬ 
sel (city attorney) before commit¬ 
ting the city If the other two par¬ 
ties (Taylor and Wayne County) 
approve any changes made by 
Oakley, each party would pay one 
third of all costs incurred by com¬ 
mon agreement 


DEQ & RECAP Agree 

Well issue may limit city development 


By JIM RAREY 
MCN Special Writer 


Shannon Spicer 

Shannon fell in love with horse 
back riding. She is on prayer lists 
all over. We even got a card from 
someone in Virginia where prayer 
requests had been placed in a 
church bulletin there,” added 
Mrs. Burtch. 

Shannon plans to graduate 
fom high school, and go to college 
to become a nurse so she can 
work at 7 Mott which is the floor 
where children with cancer are 
placed. She wants to help the kids 
there fight their fight against can¬ 
cer by sharing how she survived 
cancer. 

”1 hope she does it because she 
will end up being such a testimony 
to other people,” said Mrs. Burtch. 

Shannon’s medical bills are just 
starting to pour in. When Shan¬ 
non gets too sick to go to school 
her mother stays home from work 
to take care of her, and has had to 
take medical leave several times 
for this, affecting the family’s in¬ 
come. 

Mrs. Burtch said, “The medical 
bills are going to be somewhat 
overwhelming, but all that matters 
is that Shannon is healthy.” 

Mrs. Burtch, a school district 
employee, read on an internet 
website for children how many 
families have lost their jobs and 
homes because of all the work 
they have missed. “I am blessed 
that they have been so good at my 
work,” she said. Her husband, 
John Burtch, works at Master Au¬ 
tomatic in Plymouth. 

People at the school, neighbors, 
and Burtch’s church family have 
sold tickets to the benefit Spaghet¬ 
ti dinner to help them with their 
bills. Burtch expressed her 
amazement and gratitude at all 
that people are doing for her fam¬ 
ily. 

”It takes more than just the 
child to Fight the Leukemia. It 
takes everybody. I don’t know 
how anybody could make it with¬ 
out all the help that we’ve been 
blessed with,” she concluded. 

The “Friends of Shannon 
Spicer” Spaghetti Dinner will be 
March 10th from 12 - 7 p.m. at the 
VFW Hall on 39270 Huron River 
Drive. Tickets are $6.00 for adults 
and $400 for children, and takeout 
is available. Tickets are available 
for presale or at the door. For 
more information contact Jackie 
Belinc at 734/941-3671 or Bill 
Baum at 734/941-0536 


Well Issue May Limit City De¬ 
velopment 

Apparently the Michigan De¬ 
partment of Environmental Quali¬ 
ty (DEQ) and RECAP (or one of its 
allies) agree on at least one thing. 
The well issue may affect the com¬ 
munity’s economic future. 

However, the two antagonists 
arrived at that conclusion from op¬ 
posite directions. 

Comments from “interested 
parties” and the DEQ responses 
were published in a “Responsive¬ 
ness Summary” included with the 
final permit for EDS’s storage and 
treatment facility at its Citrin Drive 
site in Romulus. 

One such comment opined, 
“Given the inevitable nuisances, 
health risk, and stigma associated 
with hazardous waste facilities, the 
EDS facility will limit the commu¬ 
nity’s economic future.” 

The DEQ response retorted, 
“The characterization of the facili¬ 
ty as a nuisance and health risk to 
the community is not supported by 
any evidence and only serves to 
perpetuate false public percep¬ 
tions. Those false perceptions are 
a greater threat to the community’s 
economic future” (Emphasis 
added.) What “false” perceptions 
did the DEQ have in mind? 

One of the tactics RECAP has 
used in its campaign against the 
well is sponsorship of “informa¬ 
tion” about a hazardous waste fa¬ 
cility in Winona, Texas The pre¬ 
sentations have had a tremendous 
emotional impact on those ex¬ 
posed to them. Allegations are 
made that the facility was respon¬ 
sible for all kinds of horrible birth 
defects, cancer rates and other en¬ 
vironmental depredations. The im¬ 
plication is that the same kinds of 
things would result from the EDS 
operation. 

In the Responsiveness Summa¬ 


ry, the DEQ attempted to blunt 
those perceptions by pointing out, 
among other things, that the Texas 
facility was not comparable to the 
EDS operation. 

Since RECAP claims the DEQ 
cannot be believed since Governor 
Engler and the entire DEQ organi¬ 
zation have been “bought” by cam¬ 
paign contributions, this reporter 
contacted Federal and State envi¬ 
ronmental officials in Texas famil¬ 
iar with the Winona operation to 
obtain an unbiased report 

Telephone interviews were 
conducted with the federal direc¬ 
tor of EPAs region six, one of his 
environmental investigators, and 
the state District Director of 
Texas’ equivalent of the DEQ re¬ 
sponsible for the area including 
Winona. 

All three officials were unani¬ 
mous in reporting the problems in 
Winona were caused by the sur¬ 
face processing facility, not the in¬ 
jection well itself. The operation 
was a “fuel blending” process, not 
one of merely neutralizing indus¬ 
trial wastes and injecting into the 
well, as the EDS operation would 
be. 

Essentially, in Winona, contami¬ 
nated fuel was received, separated 
from the contamination, and then 
reconstituted and sold Most of the 
fuel was received in 55-gallon 
drums (barrels) which were later 
crushed and recycled for the met¬ 
al content It was the barrel crush¬ 
ing operation, which caused most 
of the odor problems that consti¬ 
tuted 90% of complaints. 

Because the chemicals being 
handled were flammable with ex¬ 
plosive vapors (which would nev¬ 
er be allowed in Michigan, accord¬ 
ing to the DEQ) the facility experi¬ 
enced several explosions and oth¬ 
er emissions. 

The Texas officials said they 
had found no evidence to support 
the allegations of birth defects and 
high cancer rates caused by the 
Winona facility. 


Romulus Schools get “D” 

factors inscoring 19.5, included a 
6.5% dropout rate and a compos¬ 
ite ACT score of 18. » 

Romulus’s rather low MEAP 
scores didn’t help their overall 
grade. Aggregate scores showed 
fourth graders scoring in the 59 
percentile; fifth graders averag¬ 
ing 441; seventh graders dipping 
to 35.6; and eighth graders scor¬ 
ing 32.6. The high school MEAP 
which is administered to 
eleventh graders showed Romu¬ 
lus scoring a dismal 35.9%. 


Romulus receives “D” rating 
from survey 

Romulus Schools earned a “D” 
rating, in a report card of all 
school districts in Wayne, Oak¬ 
land and Macomb counties, com¬ 
piled by the Detroit News, in con¬ 
sultation with educaton efforts. 

Last year, the same surveyors 
gave Romulus a “C-”. The total 
score for Romulus, which is cal¬ 
culated based on more than 3000 
pieces of data, was 19.5. Last year 
the total score was 22. 

Scores ranged from a high of 
45.75 which was obtained by 
Grosse lie, to a low of 11.92 
claimed by Lincoln Park. 

?9me nwre sisaificanL 


One factor that was very posi¬ 
tive for Romulus is the fact that all 
Romulus schools are accredited 
hvthP North Central Association. 
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Faculty rules in Barth vollexball 


Theater Entertains Students 


Schools 


The Good Time Theater Co. presented a program on astounding stories to Merriman students. Actors 
left to right Jason Dubrowski, Brad Cummings, Kira Katz. Students left to right Mercedes Williams, 
Alyssa Watts, Kyle Stevens, Janette Guia, Michael St. Jacques. 


Barth staff readies for staff-student volleyball game. 1st row (left to right) John Watts, Denise Bills, 
Joseph Commander Jr. and 2nd row (left to right) Sheila Stasak, Julie Kovar, Rob Baty, Lori Fritz, Diane 
Golka, Paimci Pal, Diane Zimkiewicz and Charles Wood. Faculty had 2 wins - students 1 win + 1 tie with 
4 6th grade teams. 
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Visit Your 
Metro Detroit 
Mercury Dealer. 


2100 W. Stadium BN/d. 

at Liberty 

(734) 668-6100 

apollolincmerc.com 


17500 Hall Rd. 

at Romeo Plank 

(810) 840-2000 

stuevanslakeside.com 


, DEARBORN 

Jack Demmer 

21531 Michigan Ave. 

Between Southfield & Telegraph I 

(313) 274-8800 

demmer1m.com 


Bo^^wey 

16901 Mack A/e. 

at Cadieux 

(313) 885-4000 

bobmaxeylm.com 

F«or 

18100 Woodward Ave. 
Opposite Palmer Park 

(313) 869-5000 

parkmotorslm.com 


GARDEN CITY 

Stu Evans Garden City 


32000 Ford Rd. 

Just West of Merriman 

(734) 425-4300 

stuevansgardeneity.com 


49251 Grand River 

1-96 1 Block South of Wixom Exit I 

1-800-850-N0VI (6684) I 
varsitylm.com 


Cm 

40601 Ann Arbor Rd. 

at 1-275 

1-800-550-MERC 

hinesparklm.com 
ROCHESTER HILLS 

Crissman 


1185 South Rochester Rd. | 

Between Hamlin & Avon Rd. 

(248) 652-4200 

crissmanlm.com 


ROSEVILLE 

Bob Wlaxey 

29000 Gratiot 

3t 12 Mile Rd. 

(810) 552-6000 

bobmaxeylm.com 


'HFIELD 


SOUJHFIE 


24350 West 12 Mile Rd. 

at Telegraph 

(248) 354-4900 

starlm.com 


SOUTHGATE 

Southgate 

16800 Fort Street 

at Pennsylvania 

(734) 285-8800 


STERLING HEIGHTS 


36200 Van Dyke 
at 15 h Mile Rd. 
(810) 939-6000 
crestlincmerc.com 


BotTSorst 

1950 West Maple 

Troy Molor Mall 

(248) 643-6600 

borstlm.com 


4178 Highland Rd. (M-59) 

2 Miles West of Telegraph 

(248) 683-9500 

farrlm.com 
YPSphjTI 

Sesi 

950 East Michigan 

9 Miles West of 1-275 

(734) 482-7133 

sesilm.com 


For updated A-Z Plan offers, visit LMAplan.com 


For peace of mind, 
look to the stars. 


2001 

Mercury Sable 
LS Premium 

irk 

** 


GOVERNMENT'S 
HIGHEST CRASH 
TEST RATING’ 


Features include: 

24-valve, 200-hp V-6 engine 
Power-adjustable foot pedals 
Dual-stage front airbags'" 

No-charge leather seating surfaces 1 
Remote Keyless Entry system 
Electronic Automatic Temperature Control 
SecuriLock™ passive anti-theft system 


Mercury 

LIVE LIFE 
IN V O U R 
OWN LANE 


mercuryvehicles.com 


*Driver and passenger front crash test. **Call 1-888-56-LEASE for details. For cash back, take new retail delivery from dealer stock by 4/2/2001. 
***Always wear your safety belt and secure children in the rear seat. tLeather seating surfaces included at no charge on 2001 Sable LS Premium. 


Cash due at signing 
after $ 2,000 cash back 


* * 


For returning lessees 


Includes refundable security deposit. 
Excludes tax, title and license fees. 
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Michigan Community Newspapers 


News from the city of Wayne 


Wayne Memorial senior has designed a blueprint for success 

He’s been offered over $306,600 in scholarships 


Eric Konopka is not your av¬ 
erage high school student 
In fact, the Wayne High se¬ 
nior is an extraordinary student 
who has been offered more than 
$300,000 in college scholarships 
by colleges and universities 
across the country for his signa¬ 
ture on a letter of intent 
Fbrgood reasons. 

In addition to his 4190 Grade 
Point Average (GPA), Konopka 
also scored 34 on his ACT and 
1370 on his SAT tests. Those 
scores would lift any university 
president’s eyebrows. 

He also happens to have 


maintained perfect attendance 
since fifth grade. An amazing 
feat 

But, as phenomenal as these 
stats may be, this is NOT what 
makes Eric Konopka first in his 
class. 

Even with a class load includ¬ 
ing four Advanced Placement 
classes, Eric still finds time to 
volunteer for a variety of causes. 
At the Wayne Public Library, he 
has instructed library patrons 
on how to use the library’s elec¬ 
tronic card catalog system and 
the Internet He is a tutor for fel¬ 
low Spanish classmates. 


As a Boy Scout, Eric also 
helped organize a project to dis¬ 
tribute 9-volt smoke detector 
batteries and accompanying fire 
safety literature. At D-Bar-A 
Scout Ranch in Metamora, 
Mich, he volunteered as a coun¬ 
selor-in-training. He instructed 
campers in various areas that 
included first aid, emergency 
preparedness, cooking, survival 
skills and rowing. Through the 
Boy Scouts of America, Konopka 
also has achieved the coveted 
rank of Eagle Scout 

His educational experience 
has included Advanced Place¬ 


ment English, Spanish Litera¬ 
ture and Chemistry. He has also 
taken summer courses in Ethics 
and Micro economics at Henry 
Ford Community College and 
has served as the President of 
the National Honor Society at 
Wayne Memorial High School 
since June 2000. 

Konopka has also attended 
two leadership workshops. 

At the Hugh O’Brien Youth 
Leadership Conference in 1998 
he learned about the impor¬ 
tance of developing a sense of 
cultural awareness and about 
the value of volunteerism. 


At the Rotary Leadership 
Conference in 1999 he partici¬ 
pated in many activities and dis¬ 
cussions about the importance 
ofleadershipinlife. 

Eric placed seventh out of 
343 students in the State of 
Michigan for level three Span¬ 
ish in the National Spanish Ex- 
aminatioa He was the recipient 
of the Good Kids, Good Citizens, 
Good Community award by the 
City of Wayne in May 1999 for 
volunteer work performed at 
the Wayne Public Library. 

As time consuming as his 
school and volunteer schedules 


are, Eric also finds time for a 
job. He is a Senior Systems Ad¬ 
ministrator at Technico, Ltd., in 
Dearborn. He sets up and main¬ 
tains over 100 web servers and 
the company’s network and fa¬ 
cility. 

Konopka’s college offers to 
date total over $306,000. He 
plans to earn an MBA in Man¬ 
agement Information Systems 
and eventually he hopes to start 
his own business. 

Now, there’s a teen who has 
designed a blueprint for suc¬ 
cess. 



DAR.E. to hold benefit hoops game 


It’s been a classic basketball 
duel between two disciplined 
and well-trained forces. 

And, it appears this year’s 
shootout on the pine between the 
two teams that represent the City 
of Wayne’s Police Officers and 
the City of Wayne’s educational 
establishment will not be any dif¬ 


ferent 

When the Men in Blue clash 
with the Wayne teachers at 7 p.m. 
on March 15 at Wayne Memorial 
High School Alumni Arena there 
will be no losers, only winners. 

The benefit game is staged an¬ 
nually to help raise funds for the 
DAR.E program. D.AR.E. is an 


acronym for Drug Abuse Resis¬ 
tance Education , a program to 
keep kids off of illegal drugs. 

The admission is $1 and ad¬ 
vance tickets are available at the 
Wayne Police Department They 


are also available at local 
schools. 

By the way, children 12 and 
under will be admitted free of 
charge. 


Family Resource 
hosts workshops 


On Stage 


If you’re a parent and are in 
need of some assistance or guid¬ 
ance, the Family Resource Center 
may be able to help. 

Family Resource Center staff 
announced this week that they 
will be conducting a series of 
workshops that focus on parent¬ 
ing. Programs cost between $15 to 
$25 per couple. 

The Resource Center is located 
at 33800 Grand Traverse in the 
City of Westland. The workshops 


dent is a free program that begins 
March 15. Hours are 6:30 to 8 p.m. 

• Hot Parenting Ups - How to 
parent without losing it This class 
is eight weeks long and is held 
from 10 a.m. until noon on Tues¬ 
day, beginning March 20 or on 
Thursdays, from 7 to 9 p.m., begin¬ 
ning March 22. 

• Everything You Need to 
Know About ADD/ADHD will be 
conducted from 7 to 8:30 p.m. on 
Wednesdays beginning March 7. 


Six-year-old Madalyn Tenace of Wayne (seated) is among the cast 
members of the Dearborn Heights Civic Theater’s March production 
of the old-time comedy, Skidding . The play will be staged at 8 p.m. 
on Fridays and Saturdays, March 9, 10,16 and 17, and at 5 p.m. on 
Sunday, March 11 at the Berwyn Center, 26155 Richardson at 
Berwyn. With Madalyn is Emily Gedert, who plays Suzanne in the 
play. Did we mention that Madalyn has the role of Annabelle? 


are co-sponsored by the Wayne- This is a five-week course. 
Westland School District 

To register for any of the listed 
programs please call 734-595-2279. 

Here are the titles of the upcom¬ 
ing sessions: 

• Learn how to Help Your 
Child Be a More Successful Stu- 


CONFERENCE OF WESTERN WAYNE FIREFIGHTER TESTING PROGRAM 
SCHOOLCRAFT COLLEGE 
NOTICE 

The Fire Training Institute at Schoolcraft College is accepting registrations for the CWW 
Firefighter Testing Program. Successful completion of this'test certifies a candidate's 
ability to perform tasks required of an entry-level firefighter. 

Registration forms are available at municipal personnel offices, the Fire Training Institute 
at Schoolcraft College-Radcliff, or may be obtained by calling the Schoolcraft College 
Assessment Center at 734-462-4806. 

2001 Test Dates 

Saturdays between 10:00AM and 4:30PM 


Written test 

March 10 (R) August 4 (L) 

April 7 (R) September 8 (R) 

May 5 (L) October 6 (R) 

June 23 (R) November 17 (R) 
July 21 (L) 

Written tests take place at 
Schoolcraft College-Radcliff where 
noted or at Schoolcraft College's 
Livonia campus (L): 

18600 Haggerty Road, Livonia, Ml 


Physical Agility test 
March 17 August 18 

April 14 September 15 

May 19) October 13 

June 9 November 3 

July 7 

All physical agility tests 
take place at 

Schoolcraft College-Radcliff (R) 
1751 Radcliff Street 
Garden City, Ml 


For further information, please call 734-462-4806. 

It is ttie policy of Schoolcraft College that no person shall, on the basis of race, color, national origin, 
gender, age. marital status, creed, or handicap, be excluded from participating in, be denied benefits of. or 
be subjected to discrimination during any program or activity or in employment. 


Taft has decided 
to ‘pig out’ 

Taft Elementary School stu¬ 
dents have decided “to pig out” 

“Pig out” on books, that is. 

Because March is nationally 
designated as Reading Month, the 
Taft Galloway students are cele¬ 
brating the occasion by having a 
“Pig Out on People of the Past”, 
which translated means the kids 
will be reading about people who 
lived in the past 

Teachers say the goal is to in¬ 
crease student enthusiasm for 
reading 

Each class will also decorate 
their door, and if the students 
meet their Red Hot Reader crite¬ 
ria, Taft Galloway Principal 
Michael Hurley will eat with a re¬ 
al pig on stage on March 30 in the 
school gym. 

Say that that isn’t true, Mr Hur¬ 
ley. 


CANTON 6 


Call In Your Order (734) 722-2950 


JG 50 Years of Doing it Right! 

SINCE 1950 WE'VE MADE HAMBURGERS IISIH6 ONLY THE HIGHEST 

flUAl)TY ground beet and fresh ground, grilled onions. 

OPEN 24 HOURS 

35650 ford Road, 2 Blocks W. of Wayne Rd. • Weitland, Ml 48185 

Nominated one of Detroit’s best! 

Look up our story on the web at citysearch: Detroit. 



OTHE MEXICAN (R) 1 40. 4:10. 7:00. 9:30 

OSEE SPOT RUN (PG) 

1:30, 3:30, 5:30, 7:30, 9:45 
0 3000 MILES TO GRACELAND (R) 

2:15, 4:45, 7:15, 9:40 
HANNIBAL (R) 

1:35, 4:00, 6:30, 9:00 
RECESS: SCHOOLS OUT (G) 

1:00, 2:50, 5:00, 7:10 
SWEET NOVEMBER (PG-13) 

9:00 PM 

TRAFFIC (R) 5 OSCAR H0MIHATI0HS 

12 00, 3:00, 6:1 5. 9:10 


COUPON 


Bag of Buttery Popcorn j 

^wONEJ : ^EEWJTHJWSAO_MCII P 


HIT OUR WEB @ www.gqti.com 


CITY OF WAYNE 

NOTICE 

2001 BOARD OF REVIEW 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT THE Board of Review for the 
City of Wayne will meet in Wayne City Council Chambers, 3355 S. 
Wayne Road, Wayne, Michigan on the following dates and times by 
appointment only for the purpose of reviewing the assessment roll: 

Meeting dates are as follows: 


Date 


Day 


March 19.2001 Monday 


March 20. 2001 Tuesday 


A ppointment Time 

9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 
1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m 

1:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. 
7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 


March 21.2001 Wednesday 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m. 

1:00 p m. - 3:00 p.m 


Petition 

Residential 

Residential 

Residential 

Residential 

Poverty 

Commercial/Industrial 


Your 2001 Assessment Notice will be mailed to you March i 
Taxable value increases are limited by law to 3.2% for 2001. 


2001 . 


Agents for petitioners must submit, for each parcel individually, 
current letters with original signatures from your client properly 
authorizing you to appear for the property owner. 

Review is hv opnointmenl only . If you have questions or desire an 
appointment, please call the Finance Department at 722-2000 
Monday through Friday from 8:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

Mary E. Carney 
City Clerk 

Publish: March 1, 2001 
March 8,2001 
March 15,2001 



The Most Beautiful 
& Affordable Homes 
in Wayne County From 

$149,900 



COMPARE US TO THE PRICE OF A RANCH OR 
TOWNHOUSE OF OUR COMPETITION 

Beautiful wooded sites with 2 and 3 bedroom ranch and 
townhomes at low PRE-CONSTRUCTION prices. 


FULL BASEMENTS 

TWO CAR ATTACHED GARAGE 

VAULTED CEILING IN GREAT ROOM AND DINING 

FIRST FLOOR LAUNDRY ROOM 

OPTIONS SUCH AS FIREPLACE, SKYLIGHTS, AND MORE 
DECORATIVE LIGHTED STREETS AND SIDEWALKS 
GARDEN PATHS THROUGH PARK AREAS 



Visit our beautifully decorated models at 

32994 Forest Avenue, Wayne, Michigan 
Call anytime at 734-722-3000 
Minutes away from Metro Airport, 
1-275 and 1-94 X-Ways 





Forest Park Condominium 
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Library 
renamed 
in tribute 


to Hicks 


A historian and writer was 
honored last week by a commu¬ 
nity grateful for her lifelong serv¬ 
ices to the city. 

Leanna Hicks, who brought 
history to life through her tire¬ 
less work, and a veteran journal¬ 
ist that has over the past half of 
century gathered, documented, 
authenticated artifacts and writ¬ 
ten about them as they pertain to 
the Village of Inkster and later 
the City of Inkster, was honored 
last week by state, county and lo¬ 
cal officials for her “labor of 
love.” 

In a special dedication cere¬ 
mony, the Inkster Library Histor¬ 
ical Commission, joined by May¬ 
or Hilliard Hampton, Jr., and 
members of council, city and 
county officials, and friends cele¬ 
brated the renaming of the 
Inkster Public Library. The pub¬ 
lic library henceforth will be 
called the Leanna Hicks Library. 

Leanna Hicks, dressed in a 
pink dress and confined to a 
wheelchair, attended the cere¬ 
mony. She thanked those in at¬ 
tendance for “this unique hon- 
or. 

Mayor Hampton, along with 
Wayne County Commissioner 
Kay Beard, praised Hicks for her 
many contributions to the city. 
Each presented her with resolu¬ 
tions from their legislatures. 
They noted that Hicks has spent 
more than four decades preserv¬ 
ing local history, improving the 
local library and enriching the 
lives of the community. 

“She is one of the great ladies 
of our community and state,” the 
mayor said. “Through her efforts, 
our past has been preserved.” 

Gloria Steele, longtime mem¬ 
ber of the Library and Historical 
Commission, unveiled a plaque 
inscribed with the words: Lean- 


Inkster Mayor Hilliard Hampton, 
Jr., at right) presents Leanna 
Hicks with a council resolution 
during ceremonies last week. 
Also pictured above are council 
members Wanda Harris-Foster 
who also serves as mayor pro 
tern (from left), DeArtriss 
Richardson and Marcus 
Hendricks. In photo at right is a 
plaque in tribute to historian 
Leanna Hicks and a quote from 
author John Steinbeck. Photos by 
Carl M. Brown 

na Hicks Library and engraved 
on the same plaque was a quote 
from Author John Steinbeck, 
which .reads: How Will We Know 
Ifs Us Without Our Past? 

Steele noted in the tribute to 
Hicks that..”Through her service 
over 40 years as current vice- 
president (she also is a president 
emeritus) of the Inkster Library 
Board of Trustees, and vice-pres¬ 
ident of the Inkster Historical 
Commission, she has overseen 
hundreds of acquisitions and im¬ 
provements in our library and 
historical collections. 

“She is the founder of The 
Friends of the Inkster Library, a 
20 year old Inkster Library sup¬ 
port group. She has held posi¬ 
tions with the Wayne County 
Federation Library and the 
Wayne County Library Commis- 
sioa 

Over the years, Leanna 
Hicks’s byline has appeared in 


The Inkster Ledger Star on nu¬ 
merous articles about the city. 
(The Ledger Star is one of six 
community newspapers pub¬ 
lished by Michigan Community 
Newspapers). She earned a de¬ 
gree in Journalism and Social 
Science from Eastern Michigan 
University and Wayne State Uni¬ 
versity. 

Over the years, Hicks has 
been the recipient of scores of 
awards and she also has been 
very active in the YWCA, Girl 
Scouts of America, Delta Sigma 
Theta Sorority, Zeta Phi Beta 
Sorority, the City of Inkster’s 
Parks and Recreation Commis¬ 
sion and Inkster’s Christians In 
Actioa 

Members of the Historical 
Commission also include: San¬ 
dra Markwart, chairperson; 
Leanna Hicks, vice chairperson; 
Constance Carroll, treasurer; 
Stephany Howell, program coor¬ 


dinator; Gloria Steele, Chaplain; 
and Margaret Goolsby, Historiaa 

The program also featured 
historian James Mason, who 
gave the audience an insight on 
the Buffalo Soldiers, a cavalry 
regiment made up of colored 
men who fought alongside of 
Theodore Roosevelt and the 
Rough Riders in the Spanish 
American War Prior to the Span¬ 
ish American War, the regiment 
participated in the Indian War 
campaigns of the late 1800’s. 

Hicks has been a member of 
the Springhill Missionary Baptist 
Church congregation for the past 
50 years. 

Weakened by illness in recent 
months, Leanna Hicks has had to 
cut back on her activities. 

But her heart, she says, will al¬ 
ways be with the youth and the 
people of the community. 
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PLANNING COMMISSION PUBLIC HEARING 
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Please be advised, that the City of Romulus Planning Commission 
has scheduled a Public Hearing to be held Monday, March 19, 2001 
at 7:00 p.m. Prevailing Eastern Time in the Romulus City Hall 
Council Chambers, 11111 Wayne Road, Romulus, Michigan 48174- 
1485. The purpose of the meeting is to consider PC-2000-062, a 
request from J & T Towing for Special Use Land Approval for a 
contracting operation to be located at 38905 Chase Road [DP# 047 
01 0142 003] located in an M-l (Light Industrial) zoned district. 



All interested citizens are encouraged to attend and will be given an 
opportunity to comment on said request. Written comments may be 
submitted until 12:00 noon, Monday, March 19, 2001 and should be 
addressed to Bradley Raymond, Director, Building, Safety and 
Engineering Department, 11111 Wayne Road, Romulus, Michigan 
48174-1485. 


CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
PUBLIC HEARING 

The Charter Township of Van Buren Planning Commission will 
hold a Public Hearing on Wednesday, March 28, 2001 at 7:30 
p.m., in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425 Tyler Road, Charter 
Township of Van Buren, County of Wayne, Michigan, 48111. 

This Public Hewing relates to a proposed amendment to the 
Township Zoning Ordinance, 6-2-92, as amended to revise regula¬ 
tions pertaining to parking lot standards. 

Copies of the proposed amendment are available at the Department 
of Developmental services. 

Written comments will be accepted at the Department of 
Developmental Services until 5:00 p.m. on the hearing date. 

In the spirit of compliance with the American Disabilities Act, indi¬ 
viduals with a disability should feel free to contact the Department 
of Developmental Services, at least seventy two (72) hours in 
advance of the meeting, if requesting accommodations. 


Publish: March 8, 2001 


Linda R. Choate, CMC, Clerk 
City of Romulus, Michigan 


Posted: March 2, 2001 
Publish: March 8, 2001 
March 22, 2001 



CITY OF INKSTER 


CITY OF INKSTER 

INVITATION FOR BIDS 


INVITATION FOR BIDS 

The City of Inkster will receive sealed bids at the OFFICE OF THE 


The City of Inkster will receive sealed bids at the OFFICE OF THE 

CITY CLERK, 2121 Inkster Road, Inkster, Michigan until 11:15 
A.M. Thursday, March 22, 2001 at which time and place bids will 


CITY CLERK, 2121 Inkster Road, Inkster, Michigan until ll:30 

be publicly opened and read for 


A.M. Thursday, March 22, 2001 at which time and place bids will 

DIESEL GENERATOR FOR CITY HALL 


be publicly opened and read for 

Specifications and bid forms are available in the Purchasing 
Department, 2121 Inkster Road, Inkster, Michigan 48141. 


DATA/VIDEO PROJECTOR 

Specifications and bid forms are available in the Purchasing 

Information regarding specifications should be directed to Mr. 


Department, 2121 Inkster Road, Inkster, Michigan 48141. 

Philip Hamilton, M.I.S. Manager, at (313) 563-3212, Monday 


Information regarding specifications should be directed to Mr. 

through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 


Philip Hamilton, M.I.S. Manager, at (313) 563-3212, Monday 

THE CITY OF INKSTER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO 


through Friday 9:00 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. 

ACCEPT OR REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS, TO AWARD 


THE CITY OF INKSTER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO 

SPLIT BIDS, TO WAIVE ANY IRREGULARITIES AND 


ACCEPT ANY BID IT MAY DEEM TO BE IN THE BEST 


ACCEPT OR REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS, TO AWARD 

INTEREST OF THE CITY. 


SPLIT BIDS, TO WAIVE ANY IRREGULARITIES AND 



ACCEPT ANY BID IT MAY DEEM TO BE IN THE BEST 

Kimberly Turner 
Inkster City Clerk 


INTEREST OF THE CITY. 

Kimberly Turner 

2121 Inkster Road 


Inkster City Clerk 

Inkster, MI 48141 


2121 Inkster Road 

Publish: March 8,2001 


Inkster. MI 48141 

Publish: March 8, 2001 


A man of Steele 
celebrates his 
101st birthday 


He must be made of steel that 
Clifford Steele. He’s survived a 
score of American presidents, sev¬ 
eral wars, including World War I 
and World War II and, on March 2, 
he celebrated his 101st birthday. 

A belated “Happy Birthday” to 
you, Mr. Steele, from all of us our 
here. 

Clifford Steele was born on 
March 2,1990 in Savannah, Geor¬ 
gia Roosevelt - that’s Teddy Roo¬ 
sevelt - was getting ready to move 
into the White House for an eight- 
year stint as president 

About that time, Steele made 
his debut into this world in Geor¬ 
gia His family moved to the De¬ 
troit area in 1923. Clifford Steele 
found employment as a pipefitter 
at the Fbrd Rouge Plant in Dear¬ 
born. 

And he worked for Fbrd’s until 
June 30,1965 when he retired. 

“My father is tough, and as lov¬ 
able a person that anyone can 
find,” says Mozella Steele, Clif¬ 
ford’s daughter. “He’s a longtime 
resident of Inkster, and a member 
of Unity Baptist Church in De¬ 
troit” 

Now get this you younger folks, 
who sob about aches and pains, 
“until 1998, my father was still do¬ 
ing plumbing work in his neigh- 



Clifford Steele 


borhood,” says Mazella 

The father of four - the late Clif¬ 
ford Steele, Jr., Gloria (James) 
Hall of Kansas City, Edsel (Mable) 
Steele of Inkster and Mozella 
Steele of Detroit - Clifford Steele 
still finds time to garden, a hobby 
he attributes his good health to, 
and he is an avid reader 

Clifford’s family also includes 
daughter-in-law Olga Steele of 
Florida; sister, Esther Lanier of 
Savannah, Georgia, and Rebecca 
Miller of Inkster. There is also a 
sister-in-law, Katie Steele, who re¬ 
sides in Inkster. 

There are plenty of nieces of 
nephews and eight grandchildren, 
13 great grandchildren and three 
great, great grandchildren. 


Inkster resident awarded doctorate 


An Inkster resident has suc¬ 
cessfully completed his work for a 
doctorate in philosophy at Cam¬ 
bridge University. 

Cambridge has conferred the 
doctorate upon Christopher 
Archer Thompson, son of Lewis 
Thompson and Carrie Thompson 
of Inkster 

Dr. Thompson received his 
doctorate in the field of Political 
Science. He received his masters 
in International Relations. He has 


also completed extensive studies 
in International Arms Control and 
Nuclear Disarmament at Troy 
State University. 

A1980 graduate of Inkster High 
School, Dr. Thompson did his un¬ 
derclass work at Embry Riddle 
Aeronautical University where he 
was awarded a bachelors and as¬ 
sociates degree in professional 
aeronautics, with a minor in avia¬ 
tion systems, safety and aerospace 
maintenance. 


NOTICE TO TAXPAYERS AND PROPERTY 
OWNERS OF THE CITY OF INKSTER 

2001 BOARD OF REVIEW 

THE BOARD OF REVIEW OF THE CITY OF INKSTER 
WILL MEET AT THE BOOKER T. DOZIER RECREATION 
COMPLEX, 2025 Middlebelt Road, on the following days for the 
purpose of hearing the complaints of all persons considering them¬ 
selves aggrieved by the assessments made against their property. 

MONDAY, March 19, 2001 

10:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. 
and 

2:00 P.M. to 5:00 P.M. 


TUESDAY. March 20, 2001 

10:00 A.M. to 12:30 P.M. 
and 

3:00 P.M. to 8:00 P.M. 


Additional meetings, if needed, will be held at the discretion of the 
Board of Review. 

Please refer to your last tax bill for Legal Description and Tax Code 
Number. 

PLEASE CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT (313) 563-4271. 


Kimberly Turner 
, Inkster City Clerk 
2121 Inkster Road 
Inkster, MI 48141 

Publish: March 8, 2001 
March 15,2001 


CITY OF INKSTER 

INVITATION FOR BIDS 

The City of Inkster will receive sealed bids at the OFFICE OF THE 
CITY CLERK, 2121 Inkster Road, Inkster, Michigan until 11:00 
A.M. Thursday, March 22, 2001 at which time and place bids will 
be publicly opened and read for 

INSTALLING EQUIPMENT AND GRAPHIC DESIGN FOR 
A TRAFFIC ENFORCEMENT/MOTOR CARRIER VEHICLE 

Specifications and bid forms are available in the Purchasing 
Department, 2121 Inkster Road, Inkster, Michigan 48141. 
Information regarding specifications should be directed to Mr. 
Jerome Bivins, Superintendent, at (313) 563-2821, Monday through 
Friday 8:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. 

THE CITY OF INKSTER RESERVES THE RIGHT TO 
ACCEPT OR REJECT ANY AND ALL BIDS, TO AWARD 
SPLIT BIDS, TO WAIVE ANY IRREGULARITIES AND 
ACCEPT ANY BID IT MAY DEEM TO BE IN THE BEST 
INTEREST OF THE CITY. 

Kimberly Turner 
Inkster City Clerk 
2121 Inkster Road 
Inkster, MI 48141 

Publish: March 8, 2001 
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News from the city of Westland 


Group formed to take drunk 
drivers off Westland’s roads 


What to do when 
your designated 
driver is sloshed 

By IVAN HELFMAN 
_ MCN Staff Writer _ 

It’s closing time and your desig¬ 
nated driver is falling off his stool. 
How do you get home? 

Do you call a taxi? Risk an acci¬ 
dent or an arrest driving home? 
Or sleep it off your designated dri¬ 
ver's car? 

Unfortunately, bar drinkers 
without a sober driver find them¬ 
selves in a safety and legal 
quandary. Especially so with the 
legal blood alcohol content limit 

- 33 - 


Do you call a taxi? 
Risk an accident 
or an arrest 
driving home? 
Or sleep it in your 
designated 
driver’s car? 


of .1 percent and Westland police 
cracking down on late night drunk 
drivers. 

Consequently, Scott Ward has 
created Home Safe, a designated 
driver program that provides 
drinkers with free rides home 
from Westland bars and restau¬ 
rants. 

‘It’s a a viable alternative to 
drunk driving," he said. 

The cost of the ride will be paid 
by the bar or restaurant owner 

Ward created the program to 
save lives on the road and to pro¬ 
tect bar owners from lawsuits re¬ 
sulting from drunk patrons acci¬ 
dents. 

Home Safe will work through 
bar owners. Its drivers will be 
available between the hours of 8 
p m. and 3 am. to fetch drinkers. 

Should a bar or restaurant 
have a drunk patron, the drinking 
establishment can call for a Home 
Safe driver. Ward said 

Two drivers will be dispatched 
to the location. If the patron can 
provide a valid registration and 
proof of insurance, a Home Safe 
driver will drive the patron home 
in their own car at no cost 

Ward hopes that bar Owners 
will contribute to the program to 
protect themselves from deep 
pocket law suites. 

“In the wake of TGI Fridays’ 
settlement and now Motor City 
Casino being sued for $1 million 
dollars, I feel my Home Safe pro¬ 
gram will not only provide West- 
land bars and restaurants, some 
protection against deep pocket 
law suites, but save lives,” he said. 

Threat of lawsuits and police 
crackdowns on drunks are a fac¬ 
tor in driving bars out of business. 
According to musician Ben E. Jet, 
several Westland bars have re¬ 
cently closed their doors. 

Since Home Safe is a nonprofit 
organization, Ward said that bar 


owners will be able to deduct 
their contributions. 

To advance the program, Ward 
is seeking support from govern¬ 
ment officials, from the Westland 
City Council to Gov. John Engler, 
from community organizations, 


such as Mothers Against Drunk 
Driving; and citizens. 

For more information, call 
Ward days at (313) 909-7730 or 
evenings at (734) 467-5188. Or E- 
mail him at freefall7@webtv.net 




Sat. Mar. 17th 

. FATTY'S DAY 


BA! 

16 0Z. O SCOTTY'S 

GREEN BEER 


lOam-llam 

11am-12pm 

12pm-1pm 

1pm-6pm 

6pm-??? 


250 

500 

$ 1.00 

$ 2.00 

$2.5© 


125 DIFFERENT BEERS 

PATIO OPENING SOON!! 

(Taking Party Theme Suggestions!) 

- Lunch Specials Daily - 

34824 West Michigan Ave. 

WAYNE, Ml 48184 

734 - 722-3170 

OPEN MON - SUN 10am-2am 


1-96 


Michigan Ave. West 
1-94 


www.us12bar.com 
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FAST SERVICE • FREE ESTIMATES • RELIARLE QUALITY 
GUARANTEED WORKMANSHIP • 24 HOUR SERVICE 

K.J. ROOFING 

& GUTTERS p™ 

In business for over 15 years. We'll beat any estimate! We clean 
up our mess so you donl have to! We're fast, quick, and good. We 
will pull our own permits - that gives you less headaches! 


Nil MONEY 111 !! 

We Get Paid When The Job Is Done! 



734 - 595-4103 

313-M3-S52C 

Licensed & Insured 



10% SENIOR DISCOONT 

With This Coupon From 

K.J. ROOFING & GUTTERS 


/ ' W % ^ VI / V / 




GREAT DEALS 
ON AMMO 

RIFLES • SHOTGUNS 
AMMO • HANDGUNS 
SCOPES • CLOTHING 
KNIVES • SAFES • GRIPS 
ARCHERY • HUNTING 
AND FISHING SUPPLIES 
BOOKS & MUCH MORE!' 


ADMISSION $5 


NOT ALL DEALERS 
PARTICIPATE ON FRIDAY 


TRADE CENTER, INC. 


ATTENTION CUSTOMERS 


•ADULTS ONLY. NO ONE UNDER 18 
ADMITTED WITHOUT PARENT. 
PICTURE ID REQUIRED. 

• FIREARM SALES BY LICENSED 
FFL DEALERS ONLY 

• FBI BACKGROUND CHECK REQUIRED 
PURCHASE PERMIT ISSUED BY 
LOCAL POLICE DEPT. REQUIRED FOR 
HANDGUN PURCHASES 

• NO PERSONALLY OWNED FIREARMS 

PERMITTED ON THE PREMISES 


1-75 & EUREKA RD 
(EXIT 36) 734-287-2000 
GIBRALTARTRADE.COM 


free 

FRIDAY ADMISSION 

WITH THIS COUPON 
^FRIDAY. MARCH 9TH ONLY MCN 



Win a years worth of passes & more! 

Choose this year’s Academy Award Winners and win your 
own pair of passes for 52 weeks to first run movies at Canton 
Cinema... 


That’s right, you can get your fill of movies for free by 
guessing the correct winners* of the major Academy Award 
categories. All you have to do is check your favorites in the 
following six categories and send your entry to Academy 
Award Predictions, c/o Michigan Community Newspapers, 
P.O. Box 578, Wayne, MI 48184. If more than one entry 
predicts the correct winners a random drawing will choose 
the winner. In addition a second place prize of 52 single 
passes and a third place prize of 26 passes will be awarded. 


Now check your entries, and good luck! 

Best Picture 


□ Gladiator 

□ Chocolat 


□ Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon 

□ Traffic □ Erin Brockovich 

Best Actor 

□ Russell Crow □ Tom Hanks □ Javier Bardem 

Gladiator Castaway Before Night Falls 

□ Geoffrey Rush □ Ed Harris 


Quills 


Pollock 


Best Actress 

□ Joan Allen □ Juliette Binoche □ Ellen Burstyn 

The Contender Chocolat Requiem For A Dream 

□ Laura Linney □ Julia Roberts 

You Can Count On Me Erin Brockovich 


Best Suj^orting Actor 


□ Jeff Bridges 

The Contender 


□ William Dafoe □ Benecio Del Toro 

Shadow Of The Vampire Traffic 

□ Albert Finney □ Joaquin Pheonix 


Erin Brockovich 


Gladiator 


Best Suj^ortin^ Actress 

□ Marcia Gay Harden □ Judi Dench □ Kate Hudson 

Pollock Chocolat Almost Famous 


□ Frances McDormand 

Almost Famous 


□ Julie Walters 

Billy Elliot 


Best Director 

□ Steven Soderbergh □ Steven Soderbergh □ Ridley Scott 

for Erin Brockovich for Traffic for Gladiator 


□ Ang Lee 

for Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon 


□ Stephen Daldry 

for Billy Elliot 


Best Foreign Language FilmfTIE BREAKER ) 

□ Everybody Famous □ Crouching Tiger, Hidden Dragon 

of Belgium Taiwan 

I | Amorres Perros dJ Divided We Fall O A Taste of Others 

of Mexico of Ozech Republic of Frence 


Name 


Address 


Phone 



(One entry per person only!) 


First Place: 52 pairs of passes^ 

Second Place: 52 single passes* 

Third Place: 26 single passes 
andom drawing held for other pairs of passe. 

Entries must be postmarked by Friday. March 23. 2001. Employees and families of Michigan Community Newspapers 
and The Canton Cinema are not eligible to win. For more information call 734-729-4000. 
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S P A P E R 


Survey results indicate most area 
school districts receive “D’s” 


Grades are in and every Western Wayne 
school district fared poorly with the excep¬ 
tion of Plymouth-Canton and Livonia. One 
school district, Wayne-Westland, earned the 
infamous designation of being in the “worst” 
tea 

The survey was prepared by the Detroit 
News, in conjunction with education experts. 
They graded the performance of all 88 public 
school districts in Wayne, Oakland and Ma¬ 
comb counties. Grosse lie scored the highest 
with a 45.75 score; Lincoln Park was the low¬ 
est at.11.92. 

The Western Wayne scores are going to cre¬ 
ate a great deal of consternation for educa¬ 
tors who are constantly defending their 
schools. As with our children, C’s and C-’s may 
be acceptable but when they dip into the 
“D’s”, all hell should break loose. 

And guess what, readers, every school save 
Plymouth-Canton (B+), scored “D” or below. 

The lowest total in our area went to Wayne- 
Westland who scored 15.4 That, according to 
the survey’s grading system that is based on a 
curve, gave the sometimes troubled school 
district a failing grade of “E” 

Wayne Westland scored only two-tenths of 
a percentage point better last year, but it kept 
them from failing. 

This year the surveyors didn’t take kindly 
to Wayne-Westland posting only 3 out of 23 
schools as having North Central Association 
accreditatioa MEAP scores were not all that 
bad when considering surrounding districts 
but when the data was added up, Wayne West- 
land was clearly lacking. 

Westwood Schools didn’t fare much better, 
although they managed to score a “D-”. 

Overall their 18 score was down 1.2 points 
from last year and MEAP scores including a 
19 percentile for seventh graders were atro¬ 
cious. 

Van Buren posted a 19.4 score, a remark¬ 
able improvement over last year’s incredibly 
dismal 13.6. Still the 19.4 gave the district a 
not-too-flattering “D”. Like Wayne-Westland, 
Van Buren scored low on accreditation-only 


one school, 
while MEAP 
scores were 
higher than 
most receiving 
“D” grades. 

Romulus 
slipped from 
“C-” to a “D,” not good news for a school dis¬ 
trict that spends more per pupil ($8150 versus 
$6525 for Plymouth-Canton) than most Their 
overall grade was 19.5, a slippage of 2.5 points 
from 1999. MEAP scores appeared to be a ma¬ 
jor culprit 

There was good news for Inkster, as their 
number increased from 16.1 to 18.3, but still 
only good for a “D-”. Drastic improvement 
failed to come Inkster’s way due to an incred¬ 
ibly high dropout rate (34% and a pathetic 
eighth grade MEAP score of 18.3. 

The poor numbers that are generally 
across the board for each school (remember 
the exceptions being Plymouth-Canton and 
Livonia) show that our area needs a major 
overhaul when it comes to education. 

These comparisons are not comparing our 
students with those from other countries or 
other states. They are comparing our children 
with those of our friends and neighbors in 
school districts that are right next door 

Demographically, Inkster is expected to be 
near the bottom. Their improvement this 
year thankfully ends a slide that has threat¬ 
ened the very existence of the school district 
Conversely, however, Van Buren should not 
be at the bottom of the pack Their score of 
13.6 in 1999, is truly deplorable Certainly 19.4 
is a tremendous improvement but if demo¬ 
graphics are a factor, Van Buren should be 
posting far better numbers. 

Ditto Wayne-Westland. Administrators 
there, need to do a lot of soul searching, be¬ 
cause it’s embarrassing to compare them in 
the same categories as the Highland Parks 
and Pontiacs of the world. I only hope there 
is some glitch in the survey, and the Wayne- 
Westland number is wrong. 



Will failing schools blame messenger? 


Last Sunday’s Detroit News 
published what it proclaimed as 
the most comprehensive rating of 
metro-area schools available. Fbr 
the most part, school districts in 
the Michigan Community News¬ 
papers Wayne County readership 
area did not fare well. 

On a scale of A (top schools) to 
F (failing schools) only the Ply¬ 
mouth-Canton schools received a 
grade (B+) higher than a D. 

The Inkster District received a 
D- (unchanged from last year). 
Wayne/Westland slipped from a D- 
last year to an F this year 

However, the biggest disap¬ 
pointment had to be the Romulus 
School District, slipping from a C- 
to a D this year. Romulus is one of 
19 districts in the Metro area re¬ 
ceiving more than $8,000 per stu¬ 
dent in state foundation grants. Of 
the other 18 there were 8 A’s, 6 B’s 
and 4 C’s. 

Romulus has touted itself, and 
is generally regarded around the 
state, as on the cutting edge of 
teaching and curriculum develop¬ 
ments. 

It was the first district in the 
state to computerize its class¬ 
rooms, thanks to an $80 million 
bond issue. It was one of the first 
districts to adopt the Parent/stu¬ 
dent/school compacts. 



It has one of the highest school 
tax rates in the area and an ac¬ 
ceptable 23.2 pupil teacher ratio. 
Yet its students scored in the low¬ 
est 25 percent on the ACT and 
MEAP tests. School administra¬ 
tors will have some explaining to 
do. 

Of course all of this assumes 
that the News’ rating system has 
some validity That is not a slam- 
dunk. The News says it used 
twelve criteria (developed in con¬ 
junction with five education ex¬ 
perts) assigning point values to 
each. Total points were then 
added for each district, which 
were then converted to a letter 
grade based on the curve. 

, However the point values were 
not entirely based on objective cri¬ 
teria Fbr instance, school districts 
were awarded extra points based 
on the percentage of students liv¬ 
ing in poverty as evidenced by the 
number of student receiving free 
or subsidized meals, a question¬ 


able assumption that all poverty 
stricken students will score poorly 
on tests. 

The greatest irony is the use of 
the curve in arriving at letter 
grades. The history of the curve of 
normal distribution is a prime ex¬ 
ample of how educators avoid tak¬ 
ing responsibility for students’ 
learning. 

The curve was originally devel¬ 
oped as a tool for measuring 
teacher performance. It postulat¬ 
ed that, in a normal or average 
class, student’s grades would con¬ 
form closely to a pattern of 10 per¬ 
cent As, 20 percent B’s, 40 percent 
C’s, 20 percent D’s and 10 percent 
F’s. 

Administrators were to analyze 
class-testing-results for deviations 
from those norms as a trigger for 
further investigation of teacher 
performance. 

Of course, as soon as teachers 
realized this, they started assign¬ 
ing grades based on those per¬ 
centages. Thus no trigger for fur¬ 
ther observation of the teachers. 

It will be interesting to hear the 
explanations of administrators 
from the various districts. Will 
they admit shortcomings and plan 
corrective action, or attack the 
messenger and its methods? 



Student ambushed by reality 


A high school newspaper 
column offers Plymouth-Can¬ 
ton high school students a 
“golden opportunity” to have a 
real discourse about two is¬ 
sues: black history and free¬ 
dom of speech, according to 
Jim Salcynski, a Close Up 
teacher at Canton High School. 

The occasion was Chris 
Mackinder’s P-CEP Perspective 
opinion piece, “Racism comes 
alive with Black History 
Month.” 

Mackinder is a 17-year-old 
Salem senior. 

But Salcynski fears that the 
administration will squander 
the opportunity. 

“The district is asking the 
student and the school newspa¬ 
per advisor to apologize,” he 
said. “I think it would be a 
great thing if we were able to 
talk. It’s not good to hide 
ideas.” 

Golden opportunities for de¬ 
bate is Close Up’s reason for 
being. Close Up is a class 
where students learn how to 
grapple with societal and gov¬ 
ernmental issues. 

When I visited the class dur¬ 
ing discussions about the re¬ 
cent Kosovo war, I was pleased 
with many students’ use of rea¬ 
son and evidence to discuss an 
emotional issue. 

Compared to the one-sided 
war propaganda presented on 
network evening news shows, 
idealistic Close Up students 
were open-minded and curious 
to learn about the issue. They 
listened. They debated. They 
learned. 

Mackinder’s piece argues 
that by separating black history 
from American history, Black 
History Month is not color 
blind 

“If Martin Luther King Jr. 
wanted a “color blind” nation, 
then it’s obvious he would not 
agree with the idea of celebrat¬ 
ing a month because of a per¬ 
son’s color,” Mackinder wrote. 
“As it is, we are just making 
race an issue once again by cel¬ 
ebrating this month. We are 
saying that because a person’s 
race is black, we’ll have a spe¬ 
cial month just for them. We 
are focusing on the color of a 
person’s skin and doing just the 



Ivan 

Helfman 


opposite of what affirmative ac¬ 
tion really stands for.” 

I doubt whether that would 
have got Mackinder into too 
much trouble, but the piece’s 
conclusion was apparently too 
much for many of the district’s 
black residents, a few of its civ¬ 
il rights activists, and all of its 
administration to take. 

“Race was almost becoming 
a nonfactor in the world, but 


55 


Thanks to rigorous 
classes like 
Close Up, 
Plymouth-Canton 
students will 
continue to learn 
how to think about 
issues and handle 
them rationally. 


with arguments about Black 
History Month, it didn’t take 
long for things to begin chang¬ 
ing,” Mackinder wrote. “It 
looks like our nation’s leaders 
need a reality check. If it’s a 
race war that they want, keep¬ 
ing things the way they are will 
sure get them one. By creating 
a month to make a group of 
people happy, the battle of 
which color is supreme will be 
taken to the extreme.” 

On the heels of the column’s 
publication, a few hundred stu¬ 
dents and adults demonstrated 
at Salem. 

The demonstration resulted 
in a meeting, where Mackinder 
said: “I’m deeply sorry for all 
the trouble I’ve put you 
through. Looking back on the 
article, I see how I could have 
worded things differently.” 

At the meeting, Superinten¬ 


dent Kathleen Booher said that 
P-CEP Perspective Advisor 
Mary Lou Nagy received an 
undisclosed punishment; and 
that the district has changed its 
student newspaper policy to al¬ 
low a contrary opinion on con- ' 
troversial issues. 

But what of the issue? What 
of rational discussion? What 
have the students learned? 

The answers here aren’t as 
bad as they seem. 

Thanks to rigorous classes 
like Close Up, Plymouth-Can¬ 
ton students will continue to 
learn how to think about issues 
and handle them rationally. 

Thanks to excellent teachers 
like Mary Lou Nagy, who I saw 
in action during the controver¬ 
sy over the high school siting, 
Plymouth-Canton students are 
in good hands. 

In my opinion, the whole in¬ 
cident will serve as a reality 
check, though a different one 
than Mackinder intended. 

Not the reality check of a 
race war. Given the tremen¬ 
dous firepower of the Ameri¬ 
can military, there will be no 
civil wars of any kind in the 
foreseeable future. 

No, the reality is that stu¬ 
dents can’t depend on bureau¬ 
crats — educational, govern¬ 
mental, or corporate — to nour¬ 
ish idealism and encourage in¬ 
dependent thinking. 

Fortunately, at a good dis¬ 
trict like Plymouth-Canton, 
many great teachers encourage 
students to think and to create 
in the classroom. 

Many Plymouth-Canton stu¬ 
dents will be able to continue 
developing their independent 
minds in college. 

But the reality is that stu¬ 
dents better appreciate their 
school years. Their minds will 
never be so alive. 

Then comes the reality 
check: a world run by bureau¬ 
crats seeking order, seeking to 
conform thinking and behavior. 
By family life and responsibili¬ 
ties. By work 

I only wish that Mackinder 
could have been spared anoth¬ 
er four or five years before hav¬ 
ing to apology. Fbr a student as 
bright as Mackinder, 17 is too 
young for a reality check 


Letters from our readers 


Help student ambassador go to Australia 


To the editor: 

My name is Ronald Abel and I 
am a 12th grade student from 
Wayne Memorial High School in 
Wayne. I was recently interviewed 
and accepted to participate as a 
member of the Michigan People to 
People Student Ambassador Pro¬ 
gram. I will be one of the students 
who will be representing the unit¬ 
ed United States of America track 
tea m this summer in Sydney, Aus¬ 
tralia This 20-day program of ex¬ 
change consists of meetings with 
government officials, interaction 
with other students my age, edu¬ 
cational activities and home visits 
with host families. 

In case you haven’t heard of 
People to People, this is a non¬ 
profit organization that offers chil¬ 
dren a one in a lifetime opportuni¬ 


ty to represent their country in 
their sport This opportunity will 
stay with me for the rest of my life, 
so if I never get the chance to get 
to the Olympics on my own this 
will be the closest I will ever get 
President Dwight Eisenhower ini¬ 
tiated People to People in 1956. 
He believed that if people from 
different cultures could come to¬ 
gether in peace and friendship, so 
eventually would countries. Other 
programs like Sister Cities, Pro¬ 
ject Hope, and Pen Pals were 
founded at the same time as Peo¬ 
ple to People and have become in¬ 
dependent programs since them 
Student Ambassadors are care¬ 
fully interviewed and evaluated 
before their acceptance, and we 
are expected to share our experi¬ 
ences with schools and civic clubs 


when we return. As a Student Am¬ 
bassador with People to People, I 
can also earn high school and col¬ 
lege credit because of the many 
educational elements in my pro¬ 
gram. Personally, I would like to 
become a Student Ambassador 
because I have worked very hard 
to achieve the goals with my run¬ 
ning career that I have done al¬ 
ready. I have overcome a Lot of 
obstacles, like 2 tumors in my 
knee, stress fractures, and the an¬ 
guish of starting over every time I 
reach one of the obstacles I have 
overcome. 

The tuition for the program is 
$4,000, which includes meals, 
transportation, accommodation, 
and educational activities. 

I am currently seeking finan¬ 
cial sponsors to help me with my 


goal. I plan to ask 80 contributors 
to donate $50.00 to help me with 
goal. Is it possible for you to assist 
me by making a contribution? I 
plan to give a speech and share 
my journal, photographs and ex¬ 
periences with all of my contribu¬ 
tors upon my return. 

My program tuition is due by 
April 1,2001. Checks may be made 
payable to People to People and 
forwarded to me at: 41021 Old 
Michigan lot 255 Canton, MI 48188. 
I would greatly appreciative with 
any generous donation that will 
enable me to share in this won¬ 
derful program. 

I thank you in advance for your 
gracious consideration and sup¬ 
port 

Sincerely yours, 

Ronald Abel 
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Obituaries 


ALLISON, CORA 75 of Inkster, born in 
Hannah, Alabama to William and Alberta 
Miles, passed away January 27. She 
leaves behind her husband of 60 years 
Joe Allison; children Joanne, Linda, Terry, 
Paul, and Nikita; fifteen grandchildren; 
nine great-grand children; family and 
friends. Arrangements were made by 
Penn Funeral Home with services held at 
Romulus Community Baptist Church. 

BARRETT, WILLIAM E., 80 of Wayne, 
passed away February 19. Beloved hus¬ 
band of the late Ellen. Dear father of 
William E. IV. Dearest grandfather of Scott 
(Pam) and great-grandfather of Jamie. 
Funeral services were held at Harry J. Will 
Funeral Home. Interment followed at 
Acacia Park Cemetery. 

BLACK, RAY T., 70 of Westland, passed 
away January 18. Loving husband of 
Marta Black. Beloved father of William 
(Robin) Black, Christopher (Aimee) Black, 
and Lisa Black. Dear brother of of Russell 
Black, Paul Black, Bernice Black, 
Geraldine Black, Faye Black, Ruby Black, 
the late Jim Black, the late Claude Black, 
and the late Wilma Black. Dear grandfa¬ 
ther of five and great grandfather of two. 
Funeral services were held at Uht Funeral 
Home with Rev. William Lichty officiating. 
Interment followed at Cadillac Memorial 
Cemetery. 

CANTY, SHERD, 80 of Inkster, born in 
Pike Co., Alabama to Fannie and Willie 
Canty, passed away January 26. He was 
an avid fisherman, hunter, gardner, and 
played on two senior bowling leagues. He 
leaves to mourn his wife of 55 devoted 
years Betty; children Michael, Inette, 
Stephanie, and Reginald; sisters Rozilla 
and Lucille; brother Levar; ten grandchil¬ 
dren; five great grandchildren; family and 
friends. Arrangements made by Penn 
Funeral Home with services held at 
Annapolis Park Church of Christ. 

De PLANCHE, MARTHA A., 75 of 

Canton, passed away February 11 Loving 
wife of Jack De Planche Funeral services 


were held at Uht Funeral Home with Rev. 
Robert Sielaff officiating. Interment fol¬ 
lowed at Southern Michigan Services, 
Livonia. 

DENSTEDT, JO ANN, 63 of Romulus, 
passed away February 18. Dear mother of 
Jimmy Stevens of Canton, Maurice 
(Deana) Stevens of Ferndale, Marie 
(James) McGeachy of New Boston, and 
Eddie (Denise) Stevens of Port Richey, 
Florida. Dear sister of John (Raynell) 
Catoe of GA, Robert (Lucy) Catoe of NC, 
Doris Chavis of SC, Mae Payne of SC, 
Elizabeth Catoe of SC, Lucille (W.L.) 
Humphreyes of SC, Kathy Johnson of SC, 
and Martha (Ted) Holton of Romulus. 
Loving grandmother of thirteen and great¬ 
grandmother of two. She is preceded in 
death by husband Ralph and parents R.S. 
and Mary Annie Jane (Dees) Catoe. 
Funeral services were held at David C. 
Brown Funeral Home, Belleville with 
Pastor Marvin Hawbaker officiating. Inter¬ 
ment followed at Tyler Cemetery, 
Belleville. Memorial contributions can be 
made in her honor to Calvary Baptist 
Church, where she was a member. 

GLOVER-HENDERSON, CAROLE, 48 

born in Ypsilanti, Michigan the third of four 
children to Jeff and Byrda Glover, passed 
away January 28. She returned to college 
in 1993 to receive a Bachelors Degree in 
Human Resources and was currently 
working on a degree in Early Child 
Development. Arrangements were 
entrusted to Penn Funeral Home with ser¬ 
vices held at Romulus Community Baptist 
Church, interment followed at Romulus 
Cemetery. 

INNES, CHERYL L., 34 of Belleville 
passed away February 23. Beloved wife of 
Brian A. Innes. Dear mother of Jessica 
and Justin Innes. Dear daughter of Robert 
and Sally (Storms) Cyphers of Belleville. 
Dear daughter-in-law of Mary K. Innes of 
Phoenix, AZ. Dearest sister of Christine 
(Roger) Parmelee of Ypsilanti; Craig 
(Anita) Cyphers of Texas, and Margie 
(Steve) Bogle of Belleville. Dear sister-in- 


law of Paul (Sandy) Innes of Belleville; Hal 
(Kathy) innes of Belleville, Mark (Sharon) 
Innes of Belleville; Kay Innes of Phoenix, 
A2; Sandy Innes of Tucson, AZ; and 
JoAnn (Jay) Smart of Chicago, IL. Dear 
Aunt of Rachel & Amanda Parmalee, 
Jason & Christopher Cyphers, and Megan 
& Sarah Bogle. Preceded in death by 
father-in-law Harold Innes. Cheryl was a 
paraprofessional for Elwell School where 
she truly enjoyed her work with children. 
She was a devoted advocate for her son 
who suffers with food allergies. Cheryl 
was instrumental in initiating the “Anti- 
Peanut Butter" program at the school. 
She loved collecting antiques, enjoyed 
snowmobiling, camping, and the out¬ 
doors. Funeral services were held at 
David C. Brown Funeral Home with pastor 
Robert J. White officiating, interment fol¬ 
lowed at Soop Cemetery, Belleville. 
Memorial contributions can be made in 
her name to an Educational Fund for 
Cheryl’s children by the Innes and Cypher 
families. 

JONES, EUGENE H., 72 of Romulus 
passed away January 28. Loving husband 
of Betty Jones. Beloved father of Leslie 
(Adrien) Jones of Commerce Twsp. and 
Cathy L. Burgess of Romulus. Dear broth¬ 
er of Arneata (Roy) Cantrell of Seymour, 
MO. Mr. Jones was a retired Master 
Sergeant from the United States Army. 
Funeral services were held at Crane 


Funeral Home. Cremation rites were 
accorded. 

MARTIN, DUWAYNE, 68 of Romulus, 
passed away February 21. Loving hus¬ 
band of Elizabeth (Betty). Dear father of 
Gary D. of Oklahoma City, Oklahoma and 
Kevin D. of Belleville. Beloved grandfather 
of Nia. Preceded in death by his brother 
William Williams, Jr. He was a graduate of 
Romulus High School. He was with the 
State of Ml. Dept, of Mental Health for 37 
yrs., was the Dir. of Rec. Dept, for the City 
of Romulus for 4 yrs., was on the Romulus 
Planning Commission, Board of Review, 
and the Mayor’s Drug task Force (as 
chairman), he was the vice chairman for 
the Romulus Historical Commission, a 
troop leader/organizer for Boy Scouts for 
the Ml Dept. Of Mental Health, Moderator 
for the Mayor’s Chair talk show, and 
Richard Marsh’s Mentor/Special Advisor 
for the Mayor’s chair. Funeral arrange¬ 
ments were made through Crane Funeral 
Home with services at First Baptist 
Church, Romulus. Rev. Charles P 
Woolridge of First Baptist Church officiat¬ 
ed. Interment followed at Romulus 
Cemetery. 

MASON, OPHELIA, 73 of Inkster, born in 
Eldorado, Arkansas to Jessie and Julie 
Smith, passed away January 23. She 
leaves to mourn her passing her husband 
of 37 years Herman; children Lawrence, 


Johnny, and Joan Esther; granddaughter 
Erica; great-grandson Andrew; family and 
friends. Arrangements made by Penn 
Funeral Home with services held at 
People's Community Baptist Church. 

SCHWEIN, CLARA MAE, passed away 
February 22. She resided in Metro Detroit 
for 70 years, Traverse City and Manistee, 
Ml for 14 years and Waynesboro, VA. for 
the last six moths. Beloved wife of the late 
Frank E. Sr. Dear mother of Frank E. Jr. 
(Marty), David L., Karen L. Diehl, Rick L. 
(Nancy), and Jill Stenberg (Michael). Also 
survived by 19 grandchildren, 17 great¬ 
grandchildren with one great-grandchild 
on the way. Funeral arrangements were 
made through Harry J. Will Funeral Home. 
Funeral services were held at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church. Interment followed at Mt. 
Olivette Cemetery. 

SHANKS, IRENE, 80 of New Boston (for¬ 
merly of Belleville for 46 years) passed 
away February 23. Beloved wife of Claude 
Shanks, whom she married 49 years ago 
on Valentine’s Day. Dear mother of Diane 
(Brad) Traskos of Belleville and Phillip 
(Debra) Shanks of New Boston. Dear sis¬ 
ter of Helen Feital of Belleville. Dearest 
grandmother of Katelyn, Bradley, & 
Andrea Traskos; and also Nicholas, 
Lindsay, & Maxwell Shanks. Preceded in 
death by parents Zygmont and Catherine 
(Szymanski) Gerczakowski, two sisters, 


children and they brought her much joy. 
She grew up on a farm and loved country 
living. Funeral mass was held at St. An¬ 
thony’s Catholic Church, where she was a 
member, with Father Thomas H. Cusick as 
celebrant. Interment followed at Michigan 
Memorial Park, Flat Rock. Memorial 
contributions in the form of masses would 
be appreciated by the Shanks Family. 
Funeral arrangements were made 
through David C. Brown Funeral Home. 

STREET, MICHAEL, 29 of Inkster, bom in 
Wayne, Michigan to Edward and Dorothy 
Street, passed away January 22. he 
leaves behind his parents James & 
Dorothy; daughters Marisa, Michelle and 
Mya; four brothers; fiancee Akeela 
Ferguson; family and friends. Services 
were held at Penn Funeral Home with In¬ 
terment at Knollwood Memorial Park. 

THOMPSON, DORNETTA, 61 of Inkster, 
bom in Shreveport, Louisiana, the oldest 
of four children to Eddie and Amette 
Sutton, passed away January 27. She 
loved to sew, crochet, knit, garden, and 
work anywhere needed in the church. She 
leaves behind her husband of 35 years 
Luther; son Baron; daughters Terriol and 
Ann; step-daughter Joann Knox; one sis¬ 
ter; two brothers; sixteen grandchildren; 
nine great-grandchildren; family and 
friends. Arrangements made by Penn 
Funeral Home with services held at 
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and three brothers. She loved her grand- Beverly House of God. 




RESTAURANT 


• Italian & American Cuisine • Cocktails • 


B-B-Q Slab of Ribs 

Complete Dinner for 2 

* 14.95 


INCLUDES: 7W 
SaUdi or CoU Slaw, 
tnd Choice of Two 
Spofhati. Potato or 
VejriabU 


Hours: 

M-Th. 4pm-10pm 

Fri. & Sat 4 pm-11 pm Sun. 2 pm-9 pm 

32777 W. Warren Road • Phone 421-1510 
(Between Merriman and Wayne Roads) 


English Style 

FISH N' CHIPS 


• Choice of Potato 

• Cole Slaw or Salad 

• Vegetable or Spaghetti 

• Soft Bread Sticks 


* 8.50 


MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE 
ROMULUS CITY COUNCIL HELD FEBRUARY 13, 
2001 IN THE COUNCIL CHAMBER ROMULUS 
CITY HALL, 11111 S. WAYNE ROAD, ROMULUS, 
MICHIGAN 48714. 

The meeting was called to order at 7:30 p.m. by Randolph Gear, 
Mayor Pro Tem 

Present: LeRoy D. Burcroff, William A. Crova, Randolph 

Gear, Donald Morris, Michael A. Prybyla, Debbie 
Romak, William Wadsworth 
Absent: None. 

Excused: None. 

Administrative Officials in Attendance: 

William Oakley, Mayor 
Linda R. Choate, Clerk 
Pamela Kersey, Treasurer 

1. Motion by Romak, supported by Wadsworth to accept the agenda 
as presented. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

01-039 

2A. Motion by Crova, supported by Burcroff to approve the minutes 
of the regular meeting of the Romulus City Council held February 5, 
2001 . 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla. Abstain: Romak, Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried. 

01-040 

3A. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Crova to grant tentative pre¬ 
liminary plat approval to Elro Corporation for development of The 
Commons Subdivision No. 2. The development is immediately 
south of the Commons Subdivision No. 1. on the south side of 
Ecorse Road between Hannan and Cogswell Road. Tentative 
approval confers upon the proprietor for a period of one year. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

01-041 

4A. Motion by Romak, supported by Wadsworth to adopt a memori¬ 
al resolution for the family of Anthony Greca. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

i 

01-042 

4B. Motion by Wadsworth supported by Prybyla to adopt a memori¬ 
al resolution for the family of Elaine Washington. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth 
Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

4. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Morris to accept the 
Chairperson's Report. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

01-043 

5A. Motion by Romak, supported by Morris to enter into an agree¬ 
ment for Municipal Street Lighting with Detroit Edison to furnish, 
install, operate and maintain street lighting equipment at the inter¬ 
section of Wayne and Ronald Roads. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 


Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

01-044 

5B. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Crova to enter into an 
agreement for Municipal Street Lighting with Detroit Edison to fur¬ 
nish, install, operate and maintain street lighting equipment at the 
intersection of Huron River Drive and Barth Road. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla, Romak, Wddsworth. 

Nays - None 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

01-045 

5C. Motion by Morris, supported by Wadsworth to enter into a 
Traffic Signal Agreement with the County of Wayne for installation 
and maintenance of a temporary traffic signal at the intersection of 
Eureka, Wayne and Wahrman Roads, authorizing the Mayor and 
City Clerk to execute same. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously 

01-046 

5D. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Burcroff to enter into a 
Storm Sewer Agreement with Terrill Nichols, owner and legal agent 
for the Wheat and Rye Restaurant, to officially take jurisdiction and 
control for maintenance and repair of approximately thirty (30) feet 
of storm sewer within the Merriman Road right of way at 7000 
Merriman Road. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

01-047 

5E. Motion by Romak, supported by Crova to adopt a resolution 
determining the necessity for street lighting improvements in The 
Highlands of Romulus, The Commons Subdivision (Phase 2) and 
The Creekside Subdivision and to authorize the City Assessor to 
prepare an assessment roll of all lots and parcels of real property of 
the total area affected with a detailed estimate of all expenses inci¬ 
dental to the improvement. Further, to schedule a Public Hearing to 
be held in the Romulus City Hall Council Chambers, 11111 Wayne 
Road, Romulus, Michigan 48174 on Monday, March 5, 2001 at 7:15 
p.m. for the purpose of hearing any objections to the proposed 
improvements for aforementioned subdivisions. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

01-048 

5F. Motion by Crova, supported by Morris to adopt a resolution 
determining the necessity for street lighting improvements in The 
Greens at Gateway Subdivision and to authorize the City Assessor 
to prepare an assessment roll of all lots and parcels of real property 
of the total area affected with a detailed estimate of all expenses 
incidental to the improvement. Further, to schedule a Public Hearing 
to be held in the Romulus City Hall Council Chambers, lllll 
Wayne Road, Romulus, Michigan 48174 on Monday, March 5, 2001 
at 7:00 p.m. for the purpose of hearing any objections to the pro¬ 
posed improvements for aforementioned subdivisions. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

01-049 

5G. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Prybyla to adopt a Resolution 
Approving Notice of Intent to authorize the issuance of special 
assessment bonds for the purpose of defraying part of a special 
assessment district’s share of the cost in connection with certain 
public road improvement for Beverly Road and general obligation 
bonds to pay the City’s cost in connection with said improvements. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Morris, Prybyla. 
Nays - Gear, Romak, Wadsworth. 

Motion Carried. 


01-050 

5H. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Prybyla to award Bid 
00/01-09 to Michigan CAT in the amount of $111,348.00 for the 
purchase of one (1) Wheel Loader. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

01-051 

51. Motion by Morris, supported by Burcroff to award Bid 00/01-22 
to Martin Police Equipment on a per unit basis, not to exceed the bid 
amount of $8,015.00 for the completion of two (2) Canine Unit 
Changeovers and Five (5) Cruiser Changeovers. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

01-052 

5J. Motion by Romak, supported by Crova to award Bid 00/01-33 to 
Bill Wink Chevrolet in the amount of $28,748.00 for the purchase of 
One (1) Ton Dump Truck. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

01-053 

5K. Motion by Prybyla, supported by Wadsworth to award Bid 
00/01-34 to Kenco Corporation in the amount of $2,250.00 for the 
purchase of a Pipe Lifting/Lowering Device. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

01-054 

6A1. Motion by Burcroff, supported by Wadsworth to approve the 
second reading and final adoption of Budget Amendment 00/01-5 
introduced at the meeting of February 5, 2001. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

01-055 

11. Motion by Prybyla, supported by Romak to authorize payment 
of Warrant 01-03 in the grand total amount of One Million, Eighty 
Four Thousand, Seven Hundred and Thirty Three Dollars and 
Seventy Nine Cents ($1,084,733.79). 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

12. Motion by Wadsworth, supported by Romak to adjourn the regu¬ 
lar meeting of the Romulus City Council. 

Roll Call Vote Showing: Ayes - Burcroff, Crova, Gear, Morris, 
Prybyla, Romak, Wadsworth. 

Nays - None. 

Motion Carried Unanimously. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Linda R. Choate, CMC, Clerk 
City of Romulus, Michigan 

I, Linda R. Choate, Clerk for the City of Romulus, Michigan do 
hereby certify the foregoing to be a true copy of the minutes of the 
regular meeting of the Romulus City Council held February 13, 
2001 . 

Linda R. Choate, CMC, Clerk 
City of Romulus, Michigan 

Publish: March 8, 2001 
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Wayne ousts Romulus; Canton, Robichaud fall 

Johnson, Brinston lead Zebras to semis where Glenn awaits 


By TOM MOORADIAN 
MCN Staff Writer 


The words - the quote - was ap¬ 
parently a prophesy of what was 
to come. 

“You can never rest when you 
play a Wayne with Gary Johnson 
on the team,” said Romulus 
Coach Guy DelGiudice Sunday 
evening, about 24 hours before his 
Eagles clashed with Wayne. 

The meeting between the two 
local teams occurred in the first- 
round of the Class A district play¬ 
offs. 

Johnson teamed up with Earl 
Brinston to end the defending dis¬ 
trict champ’s season, 57-49, in a 


game that was closer than the fi¬ 
nal score indicates. 

Johnson, picked to the All- 
Mega Red Team last week, 
showed why he is one of the pre¬ 
mier players in the conference 
and the area. The 6-2 forward, 
double-teamed most of the 
evening, pumped in 16 points, 
while Brinston drilled a game 
high 18, to lead the Eagles into the 
semifinals. 

Wayne was scheduled to play 
natural rival, Westland John 
Glenn, Wednesday night and the 
winner of the semis catches Gar¬ 
den City or Belleville in the finals. 

Gaiden City, led by 6-10 center 
Justin Ockerman, and Colin Size¬ 


more, ended Livonia Franklin 
and senior guard Joe Ruggerio’s 
season, 5148. Ruggerio did not go 
out without a fight The Livonia 
FYanklin star scored a game high 
21 points. 

Belleville, as did Glenn, drew a 
first-round bye at Romulus, and 
coach Rod Fisher’s Tigers are ex¬ 
pected to be able to offset Garden 
City’s size with their speed and 
their perimeter shooting 

Despite the sleet and snow, 
hoop fans packed the Romulus 
gym for the rematch between Ro¬ 
mulus and Wayne. The two teams 
split early in the season. The loss 
left Romulus with a 13-8 record; 
Wayne went into the semis boast¬ 


ing a 11-10 record. 

Against Wayne, Romulus also 
had two players in double figures. 
Daniel Jarrett and Charles Searcy 
both scored 12 points. 

In the meantime, the anticipat¬ 
ed rematch between arch-rivals 
Plymouth-Canton and Plymouth- 
Salem will not materialize as 
coach Jeremy Rheault and the 
Chiefs flunked their initial dis¬ 
trict test 

Canton was ousted by host 
Northville, 56-46, as the Chiefs 
wasted an excellent all-around 
performance by senior Jerry 
Gaines. Gaines scored a team 
high 17 points, but the Colts had 
balanced scoring on their side 


and countered with Dave Gre¬ 
gor’s 22 points. Gregor also was 
aggressive on the boards as he 
grabbed a game high 11 rebounds. 

Northville advanced Wednes¬ 
day to the semis where they took 
on Plymouth-Salem, a team the 
Colts had beaten during the West¬ 
ern Lakes Conference campaign. 

The winner of the Northville- 
Salem semis will meet either De¬ 
troit Henry Ford, which eliminat¬ 
ed Livonia Churchill, 81-62, in the 
opening round of play at 
Northville, or Novi, which drew a 
first-round bye. 

The championship at 
Northville is to be decided begin¬ 
ning at 7 p.m. on FYiday. 


As it has been for them all sea¬ 
son long, the Robichaud Bulldogs 
lost a heartbreaking, season-end¬ 
ing, 4645, decision to Gibraltar 
Carlson in the first round of the 
Class B playoffs. 

Carlson’s Steve Konopka’s at- 
the-buzzer basket doomed Ro¬ 
bichaud and brought down the 
curtains to a 4-17 Robichaud sea¬ 
son. Konopka finished with 10 
points, while teammate Joe Ma¬ 
son had the game’s high of 14 
points. 

Robichaud’s Jihad Abdullah 
was the only Bulldog in double 
figures. He tossed in 10 points. 



Wayne’s Earl Brinston (33) and Adam Zimmerman have Romulus’s 
senior guard Chris Talley (12) bottled up. Talley and the Eagles had 
problems breaking out of the bottle and were eliminated in the first 
round of the district playoffs. Wayne advanced to the semis where 
coach Wayne Woodard and the Zebras faced Glenn. The champi¬ 
onship at Romulus will be decided on Friday. Photo by Carl Brown. 


Romulus rebounds 
to beat Truman, 
edges Dearborn 


By TOM MOORADIAN 
MCN Staff Writer 


After a disappointing loss to 
Highland Park in the opening 
round of the Mega Red-White bas¬ 
ketball playoffs, Romulus re¬ 
grouped and took its wrath out on 
Taylor Truman, 74-52. 

The Eagles earlier had won a 
thrilling 68-66 victory over a high¬ 
ly-touted Dearborn ball club. 

Romulus Coach Guy DelGiu¬ 
dice and the Eagles head into the 


district playoffs with a 13-7 overall 
record. They will host a Class A 
District that also brings together 
teams from neighboring 
Belleville, Wayne Memorial, West- 
land John Glenn, Garden City and 
Livonia FYanklin 

While Belleville and Glenn 
drew first-round byes, Romulus, 
as host, was scheduled to play 
Wayne Memorial in the second 
game of a twin bill on Monday. In 
the district opener, Garden City 

See EAGLES, page A-9 


Inkster wastes Martin’s 34 points 

Monroe wins playoff shootout, 90-72 


By TOM MOORADIAN 
MCN Staff Writer 

When the shootout between 
Inkster and Monroe ended Thurs¬ 
day night, Inkster had only six 
men standings, and Monroe had 
won a clear-cut 90-72 Mega Red- 
White playoff basketball game. 


The loss ended a frustrating 
season for the Vikings’ first-year 
coach Steve Brooks. 

“We couldn’t get into the gym 
during the winter break to prac¬ 
tice because they told us they 
were cleaning or making repairs,’’ 
said Brooks, after the team’s 14th 
loss in 20 starts. “It is frustrating 


when you have such a dedicated 
bunch of players who are willing 
to sacrifice everything to play” 

Brooks pointed out his varsity 
squad had dwindled to six play¬ 
ers. 

Inkster is not eligible to com¬ 
pete in post-season district play¬ 
offs because of Michigan High 


School Athletic Association sanc¬ 
tions against the schooL 

MHSAA has suspended the 
school from post-season competi¬ 
tion because the school allegedly 
used ineligible players a year ago 
and violated other MHSAA rules. 

See VIKINGS, page A-9 


©®iis©!ati®n 

Salem whips Walled Lake Western, 63-54 


By TOM MOORADIAN 
MCN Staff Writer 

Plymouth-Salem capped the 
regular season and entered last 
night’s semi-final round of the 
Class A district playoffs at 
Northville with an impressive 63- 
54 victory over Walled Lake West¬ 
ern. 

The victory for Coach Bob 


Brodie’s Rocks over Western 
came in the consolation round of 
the Western Lakes Conference 
playoffs. 

“It was good to win the final 
one before the playoffs,” Brodie 
noted. “It shoves us into the dis¬ 
trict’s with a bit of confidence.” 

In all, however, it has been a 
strange season for the veteran 


Salem basketball coach. The 
Rocks started the year atypically, 
dropping their first seven games. 
Then they turned right around 
and won eight of their next games 
and settled for a 941 overall year. 

“We didn’t expect to lose our 
first seven,” Brodie says. “That 
was definitely a disappointment 
But these kids refused to quit and 


they came right back. I feel we’re 
ready for the playoffs.” 

Salem drew a first-round bye at 
Northville and will play the win¬ 
ner of the first-round game be¬ 
tween Plymouth-Canton and the 
host, Northville. The semifinals 
were scheduled for last night 

See ROCKS, page A-9 


...but Canto n falls in OT to Farmington in playoffs 


By TOM MOORADIAN 
MCN Staff Writer 

They didn’t make many 
turnovers -11 to be exact - but the 
mistakes at the end proved fatal 
for Coach Jeremy Rheault and the 
Plymouth-Canton Chiefs. 

For the first two periods, Can¬ 
ton played a meticulous game 
against Farmington in a playoff 
consolation game as the Chiefs 
jumped out to leads of 15-12 and 
30-21 before the intermission. 

But Fhrmington came back and 
cut the lead to 37-36 for three, then 
tied it at 48 each after Farming¬ 
ton’s Mike Griffin sank his first of 


two free throws with seconds left 
in regulation. 

In the OT, Farmington 
outscOred Canton 8-5 to salt away 
the Western Lakes Conference 
playoff victory. 

“They didn’t get a single re¬ 
bound off the offensive boards in 
the first half,” Rheault recalled. 
“We definitely had our opportuni¬ 
ties to win this one, but the 
turnovers at the end were very 
costly. 

“We only had 11 (turnovers), 
and that isn’t bad. But when we 
made one, they capitalized on it” 

It was a tough game for Canton 


to lose; an excellent one for Fhrm- 
ington to win. 

The playoffs are the next chal¬ 
lenge for both teams. 

Canton had to contend with 
host Northville Monday night in 
the first round of the Class A Dis¬ 
trict playoffs. The winner was to 
engage Salem Wednesday night, 
and the survivor of that duel will 
play Friday night for the district 
championship. 

Fhrmington had two players hit 
in double figures. Matt Mikle 
scored a game high 17 points; 
Chris Tillman added 16 for the 
winners who took advantage of 18 


of their 31 free throws. 

Canton received 11 points from 
Brian Barker and 12 from Andrew 
Holmes. The Chiefs shot 17 free 
throws and made 11 of them. 

Canton also received an excep¬ 
tional game from senior Jerry 
Gaines, who grabbed seven re¬ 
bounds to go along with his nine 
points. 

In his inaugural season at Can¬ 
ton as head coach Rheault guided 
the Chiefs to a 9-11 overall season. 
The highlight of Canton’s 2000- 
2001 campaign was a stunning vic- 

See CHIEFS, page A-9 


Brandi Reed 
runner-up at 
state finals 

By TOM MOORADIAN ” 

MCN Staff Writer 


Brandi Reed, a senior at Ply¬ 
mouth-Salem High School and 
representing PCEP’s Figure Skat¬ 
ing team, was runner-up in Senior 
Freestyle, at the Michigan High 
School FTgure Skating Champi¬ 
onships staged Saturday in Birm¬ 
ingham. 

Senior FYeestyle is the highest 
level a freestyle skater can 
achieve, and is the level Michelle 
Kwan and other nationally- 
ranked skaters compete. 

Brandi also is a member of 
PCEP’s STS video productions 
staff at the high school and carries 
a 3.9 cumulative grade point aver¬ 
age. She will attend the Universi¬ 
ty of Michigan next fall, where she 
will be a member of the Wolver¬ 
ines’ figure skating team. 



With a couple of Romulus defenders trailing him, Wayne’s T. J. McClain breaks to the hoop. McClain 
helped the Zebras upset coach Guy DelGiudice’s Eagles in the opening round of the Class A district 
playoffs. In spite of the sleet and snow, fans flocked to the Eagles’ nest to see the rematch between the 
two Mega-Red hoop powers. Photo by Carl M. Brown 


Glenn can’t stop 
Ruggerio, but wins 


Before the home crowd, John 
Glenn seniors went out in style. 

Coach Joel Lloyd’s Rockets 
knocked off Livonia FYanklin, 55- 
42, despite a one-man show by 
FYanklin’s star, Joe Ruggerio. 

The unstoppable Ruggerio 
pumped in a game high 29 points 
in his final Western Lakes Confer¬ 
ence basketball appearance. 

In a tribute to the FYanklin star, 
Lloyd said that he didn’t think 
there was a finer all-around play¬ 
er than Ruggerio on the prep 
scene this year. 

Glenn’s defense held the Patri¬ 
ots to single-digit scoring the first 
three periods. The Westlanders 
were up 13-6 after the opening pe¬ 
riod and then widened the gap to 


26-15 for two periods, before 
outscoring their visitors, 13-6, in 
the third period. 

Glenn led 39-21 as the fourth 
quarter begaa 

The 18-point spread allowed 
Coach Lloyd to empty the bench 
in the Western Lakes Conference 
round-robin tournament 

Two Glenn seniors finished in 
double figures. Brent Bogle, a 8-1 
forward, tossed in 12 points, a feat 
duplicated by Mike Goree who 
culminated his conference season 
with a thundering dunk with 54 
second left in the game. 

In a game they controlled from 
start to finish, the Rockets also 

See ROCKETS, page A-9 
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District Champs 

Westland skates off with hockey title 


By TOM MOORADIAN 
MCN Staff Writer 


With the district champi¬ 
onship stashed away in their tro¬ 
phy display case, the Westland 
Midget BB hockey team will 
travel to St. Clair Shores this 
weekend to compete in the state 
finals. 

Coach Robb Jacobs’s club 
came up with a thrilling 3-1 vic¬ 
tory over the Detroit Dragons on 
the home ice to clinch the dis¬ 
trict title and qualify for state. 

The Westlanders clipped the 
Dragons’ wings thanks to goals 
supplied by Brian Yelick, Eric 
Bauman and Andy Chester. 

Bauman was declared the 


MVP of the district tourney after 
turning in with a superb all- 
around performance. 

‘This championship couldn’t 
have been possible without the 
hard work, effort and heart dis¬ 
played by the team and the par¬ 
ents,” said Jacobs after the excit¬ 
ing title game. 

The Westlanders wound up 
the regular season with an envi¬ 
able 14-0-2 overall record. They 
also captured the Little Caesar’s 
No. 3 championship and picked 
up the coveted Sports Week¬ 
end’s Extravaganza Tournament 
Title. 

Jacobs had set pre-season 
goals for the team: First, they 


had to take districts and second 
to win the state championship. 

The district championship 
team lineup included Edward 
Smith (No.2), Keith McLaughlin 
(6), Greg Hidinger (8), Andy 
Chester (10), Matthew Creswell 
(13), Brian Yelick (15), Ron 
McBride (17), Brandon Cox (24), 
Brandon Gunn (35), Gary 
Stevens (4), Keith Vanhaaren (7), 
James Downs (9), Kevin Kardel 
(11), Roberto Pinto (14), Eric 
Bauman (16), Steven Hislop (18) 
and Justin Snider (34). 

The team is coached by Robb 
Jacobs (head coach). Jacobs’s as¬ 
sistant coaches are Duane Gunn 
and Jim Downs. 


Eagles 

continued from page A-8 


clashed with Livonia Franklin. 
Belleville was to play the winner 
of the Garden City - Franklin 
game, while Glenn gets the Romu- 
lus-Wayne winner. The semis were 
staged yesterday (Wednesday). 

The championship will be de¬ 
cided at 7 pm on FYiday at Romu¬ 
lus. 

In the consolation round of the 
Mega Red-White playoffs, Romu¬ 
lus outscored Truman 24-10 in the 
third period to break open what 
was up to then a close game. The 
Eagles led 17-11 after the first pe¬ 
riod and held the six-point, 32-26, 
lead right to the intermissioa 

With Deon Solomon and 
Michael Christopher each dump¬ 
ing in five points, Romulus over- 


Chiefs 

continued from page A-8 


tory over then undefeated Walled 


Rockets 

continued from page A-8 

canned 12 of 22 free throws. 

However, the Westlanders fin¬ 
ished the 2000-2001 campaign 
with a dismal 5-15 record. 

Coach Lloyd and the Rockets 


Rocks 

continued from page A-8 

(Wednesday). 

The district championship at 
Northville will be decided FYiday 
night, beginning at 7 p.m. In the 
other bracket, Livonia Churchill 
squared off with Detroit Henry 
Ford. The winner was to play Novi 
in the semis Wednesday night 
With Nick Tockman and Dave 
Hoskins paving the way, Salem 


CITY OF ROMULUS 

REQUEST TO RECEIVE BIDS FOR 
BID 00/01-42 

2001 JULY 4th FIREWORKS DISPLAY 

The City of Romulus, Michigan is seeking bids from qualified 
pyrotechnic display companies to provide and execute the 2001 
JULY 4th FIREWORKS DISPLAY. 

Sealed bids for the above bid will be received in the Office of the 
City Clerk, 11111 Wayne Road, Romulus, Michigan until 2:00 p.m., 
March 27, 2001. At that time said bids would be publicly opened 
and read. 

(1) Qualified individuals and firms wishing to submit bids must 
do so on forms provided by the City. Bid forms and specifica¬ 
tions may be obtained from Kristian H. 
Purchasing/Computer Services Director, 11111 Wayne Road, 
Romulus, MI or by calling (734) 942-7564. 

(2) Bids must be submitted in sealed envelopes and returned to 
the City Clerk’s Office and addressed: 

City Clerk 

City of Romulus, Michigan 
BID 00/01-42 

2001 JULY 4th FIREWORKS DISPLAY 
11111 Wayne Road 
Romulus, MI 48174 


Publish: March 8,2001 


CITY OF ROMULUS 

REQUEST TO RECEIVE BIDS 
BID 00/01-43 

16” SAW AND CUTTING CART 

The City of Romulus, Michigan is seeking bids from qualified ven¬ 
dors for the above item. 

(1) Qualified individuals and firms wishing to submit bids must 
do so on forms provided by the City. Bid forms and specifica- * 
tions may be obtained from Kristian Moe, 
Purchasing/Computer Services Director, 11111 Wayne Road, 
Romulus, MI or by calling (734) 942-7564. 

(2) Bids must be submitted in sealed envelopes and returned to 
the City Clerk’s Office no later than 2:00 p.m., March 27, 
2001. At that time said bids would be publicly opened and 
read. 

BID ENVELOPES MUST BE MARKED: 

CITY CLERK 

CITY OF ROMULUS, MICHIGAN 

BID 00/01-43 

16” SAW AND CUTTING CART 

11111 WAYNE ROAD 
ROMULUS, MI 48174-1472 

The right is reserved to reject any and all bids and proposals and to 
waive technicalities. 


Publish: March 8, 2001 


Charter Township 
of Van Buren 

• 

Community Development Block 

Grant Use of Funds 

On February 20, 2001, at the 7:30 p.m. the Charter Township of Van 
Buren, within the guidelines of the Department of Housing and 
Urban Development, proposed the following program on the use of 
the Township’s 2001-2002 Community Development Block Grant 
Funds. The nature of the program is to give priority to assisting 
those activities which further the national objectives: 1) benefit low 
and moderate income people, 2) aid in the prevention or elimination 
of slum or blight, or 3) meet other urgent community development 
needs. The meeting took place at Van Buren Township Hall, 46425 
Tyler Road. The following projects were approved: 

ADA Architectural Barrier Removal 
Administration 

Neighborhood Improvements 

Planning 

Public Services - Fire Equipment 

Slum and Blight Removal 

Senior Services 

$8,500.00 
$ 1 4,000.00 
$36,500.00 
$12,500.00 
$30,5 00.00 
$20,000.00 
$20,000.00 

Total Funding Level 

$1 42.000.00 

Joannie D. Payne, CMC 

Township Clerk 

Charter Township of Van Buren 


Publish: March 4, 2001 
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PUBLIC NOTICE 


RECEIPT OF AN OPERATING LICENSE 
APPLICATION FOR A HAZARDOUS WASTE MANAGEMENT FACILITY 
MID 985 568 021 

The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) and the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency (U.S. EPA), Region 5, hereby give notice that Chemical 
Analytics Incorporated (CAI) submitted an operating license application on January 30, 
2001. CAI obtained interim status in January of 1998 pursuant to the federal Resource 
Conservation and Recovery Act of 1976, and Michigan Act 451 for their hazardous wastes 
management activities and has been operating under interim status since that time. 

CAI operates a hazardous waste storage and treatment facility located at 29959 Beverly 
Road; Romulus, Michigan 48174. CAI receives hazardous wastes from off-site facilities. 
These wastes are treated, stored, and then shipped off site for final disposal. William 
Spirka is the contact person for CAI. His phone number is (734) 326-9400. 

The MDEQ and U.S. EPA staff are reviewing the application to determine if it is complete 
and technically satisfies all state and federal hazardous waste facility licensing require¬ 
ments. If the application is found to be incomplete, the missing information.will be request¬ 
ed from the applicant. As soon as the missing information is provided, the MDEQ will pro¬ 
ceed with the technical review of the application. Based upon this review, the MDEQ and 
U.S. EPA will propose to issue or deny the operating license. Prior to a final determina¬ 
tion, a public hearing will be held regarding the tentative decision. 

A notice will appear in this publication approximately 30 days prior to a public hearing 
date At this time, the MDEQ and U.S. EPA are soliciting public comments on the ade¬ 
quacy of the application and any issues associated with the facility’s past operation. 
Comments should be sent to the address printed below. 

CAI's renewal application is available for inspection at the MDEQ, Waste Management 
Division Office located on the first floor of the John A. Hannah Building 'in Lansing, 
Michigan (contact Mr. Kevin Holdwick at 517-241-2108); at the MDEQ, Southeast 
Michigan District Office located at 38980 Seven Mile Road; Livonia, Michigan (contact Mr. 
Mark Daniels at 734-953-1477); at the Romulus Library located at 11121 S Wayne Road; 
Romulus, Michigan and at the U.S. EPA Region 5 Office, Waste Management Branch, 
located at 77 West Jackson Boulevard in Chicago, Illinois (contact Mr. Nabil Fayoumi at 
312-886-6840). 

To receive future departmental notifications concerning this facility, please submit a writ¬ 
ten request for placement on the CAI mailing list to the address below. Questions regard¬ 
ing the facility should be addressed to: 

Mr. Kevin Holdwick 

Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 

Waste Management Division 

P.O. Box 30241 

Lansing, Michigan 48909 

517-241-2108 


powered Truman in the third and 
marched into the Final period 
with a 56-36 advantage. There was 
no speculation about the outcome 
of the game only who would be 
the top scorer 

That honor went to Romulus’ 
Chris Talley who finished with 21 
points. Solomon’s contribution 
was 16 points, while Daniel Jar- 
rett added 15 and Ron Buckley 
finished with 8. 

It was a different story, howev¬ 
er, against the Pioneers of Dear¬ 
born who took DelGiudice’s Ea¬ 
gles down to the wire before los¬ 
ing by two. There was never more 
than a five-point spread between 
the two Mega Conference oppo¬ 
nents. 

Romulus held 13-12 and 30-29 
advantages after the first two 
quarters and stayed in front, 4fr41, 


after three quarters. 

In a nail-biting fourth period, 
Solomon’s acuity for making free 
throws eventually paid off. He 
canned six of seven freebies down 
the stretch and made seven of 
eight for the game. 

Romulus was up by five with 
seven seconds left when Golem 
sank a three-pointer to cut it to 
two. He finished with 20 points. 

“This one went down to the last 
four or Five possessions - that’s 
how close it was,” DelGiudice 
said. 

Talley again led the Eagles. He 
had 19. Ethan Wilkerson, the Pio¬ 
neers’ second scoring ace, was 
held to four points. 

The Eagles also had two other 
players in double figures. Christo¬ 
pher accounted for 16 points and 
Jarrett added 12. 


Lake Central earlier in the sea¬ 
son 

Central is the undisputed West¬ 
ern Lake Conference and playoff 
champioa 


drew a bye in the first round of 
the Class A district playoffs at 
Romulus High. The Rockets 
were to play the winner of the 
Wayne vs. Romulus game 
Wednesday night 

The district championship 
will be decided at 8 p.m. FYiday. 


“We have had some great 

games this year and we have 

made a lot of progress,” Rheault 

said. “Let’s see what we can do to 

extend this season” 

» 


In the other bracket at Romu¬ 
lus, an outstanding Garden City 
took on Livonia Franklin and Joe 
Ruggerio Monday night The win¬ 
ner had to beat Belleville 
Wednesday in order to qualify for 
Friday’s Finals. 

Belleville also drew a bye. 


built an 18-13 First period lead 
over Walled Lake, then increased 
its advantage to 33-20 at halftime. 
Western edged Salem in the sec¬ 
ond half34-30. 

Ten players scored for the 
Rocks. Tochman’s 16 topped the 
Rocks. Teammate Dave Hoskins 
added 10. Western’s best - and the 
game’s best - came from Bryan 


Berdun who scored 18 points. 

Walled Lake Central crushed 
Northville 61-30 to add the confer¬ 
ence playoff championship to 
their string of achievements this 
seasoa Central, with a 19-1 record 
(their only loss was to Canton) is 
ranked in the top 10 going into the 
Class A districts this week. 
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1995 

CHEVROLET 

Custom coach, dual, air 
low miles. 

Family Special!!! 

■ 9,495 


98 

Corvette 

Black on black, 
low miles. 

Summer's Coming! 


97 Olds 
Bravado 
4x4 

CD, low miles. 


97 Cadillac 
Seville STS 

Black on black, 
moonroof. 

CD too! 


97 

faurys 

Aluminum Wheels, 
tape, loaded. 
Spotless! 





LAW AUTO SALES 

32115 MICHIGAN AVE...**. 
WAYNE, Ml 


722-520 1 


CITY OF ROMULUS 

NOTICE 

2001 BOARD REVIEW 

To the taxpayers of the City of Romulus: The Board of Review will 
meet in the Romulus City Hall, Community Room, 11111 Wayne 
Road, Romulus, MI 48174 on the following dates and times by 
APPOINTMENT ONLY for the purpose of reviewing the assess¬ 
ment roll. 

Meeting dates are as follows: 

Residential 

March 12, 13, 14, 2001: 9:00am-12:00pm & 1:00pm-4:00pm 

March 15, 2001: 2:00pm-4:00pm & 5:00pm-9:00pm 

Commercial/Industrial 

March 16, 2001: 9:00am-12:00pm & l:00pm-4:00pm 

Tentative ratios and estimated multipliers are as follows: 


Classification 

Ratio 

Multiplier 

Commercial 

50% 

1.0000 

Industrial 

50% 

1.0000 

Residential 

50% 

1.0000 

Developmental 

50% 

1.0000 

Personal 

50% 

1.0000 


Review is bv appointment only 

Residents and Non-Residents of the City seeking a review of their 
assessment may appeal “IN PERSON” at these meetings or appeal 
by letter. The Board of Review MUST receive all letter appeals no 
later than March 16, 2001. 

Property owners may appoint and authorize a representative to 
appear on their behalf. All Representative of Agents MUST submit 
proof of authorization to act on behalf of the property owner as a 
prerequisite to appeal to the Board of Review. 

If you desire an appointment, please call the Romulus Department 
of Assessment at (734) 942-7520. 


Publish: February 22, 2001 

March 1, 2001 
March 8, 2001 
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u 245 u 

Rangers 

Available. 


Stk. #11783 


Stk. #72505 


Stk. #16960 / 


245 ^ 
Rangers 
Available. 


Stk. #12397 


< 1 * 9% APR 1 
/ Financing 

/Available i 

SUPER CAB 4x2 XLT 

Oxford white clearcoat, dark graphite cloth interior, AM/FM 
stereo/clock/dual ME, chrome 7-spoke 15" wheels, 4.0L SOHC V6 
engine, power windows, power locks, remote keyless entry, air 
conditioning. 

Ford Employee or eligible family member 


3 0.9% APR S \ Taarses 

SA»ill*bl«r 

2**»llablo \ H 

4 door se v 

Vibrant white clearcoat, medium graphite cloth bucket, 3.0L 2V 6 cyl. 
engine, auto overdrive transmission, front and rear floor mats, 5 
passenger seating w/storage console, power driver seat, 60/40 
split/fold rear seat, adjustable pedals. 

Ford Employee or eligible family member 


wi aprC 

> Financing < 

.. y Available^ 

REGULAR CAB 4x2 AUTOHATICVv^* 

Toreador red, dark graphite cloth interior, AM/FM Stereo/Clock/CD, 
chrome wheels, automatic overdrive transmission, air conditioning. 

Ford Employee or eligible family member 


Silver frost clearcoat metallic, medium graphite cloth interior, 3.8L 
OHV EFI engine, 4-speed automatic overdrive transmission, aux. 
climate control, luggage rack, 2nd/3rd row privacy glass, AM/FM 
stereo/disc/cass/clock, 15" aluminum wheels. 

Ford Employee or eligible family member 


MAS $2^370 NOW 


ZERO $1500 

DOWN DOWN 

*298 59 ~ $ 256 31 


$1500 

DOWN 


$1300 

DOWN 

120® 


A-PLAN 
24 MO. 
LEASE 
RENEWAL 


$1500 

DOWN 


Stk. #70567 


Stk. #11431 


Stk. #12627 


J 261 , 
Explorers 
Available* 


Stk. #12510 


Tg ti im o,a% APR'- 

Financing < 

SBLms 

XLT 4x4 

Oxford white clearcoat, dark graphite cloth, privacy glass, 
electronic 4-speed auto transmission, black power/heated mirrors, 
air conditioning, trailer towing package, AM/FM stereo/cassette, 
skid plate package, fog lamps, 17" 10-spoke aluminum wheels. 

Ford Employee or eligible family member 


<°* 9% ApR s 

WT it W* y Financing < 

/ Available^ 

2 DOOR SPORT 4x2 

Oxford white clearcoat, dark graphite cloth sport bucket seats, 4.0L 
SOHC V6 engine, 5-speed automatic overdrive transmission, step 
bar, front tow hooks, fog lamps, autolock/relock, remote keyless 
entry w/keypad, AM/FM stereo cass. w/single cd. 

Ford Employee or eligible family member 


~ > Financing < 

SUPER CAB 4x4 

Dark Highland Green, parchment 40/60 split bench, overhead 
console, AM/FM stereo/clock/single CD, air conditioning, 5.4L EFI 
V8 automatic overdrive, electronic shift, sliding rear window, skid 
plates, 17" cast aluminum wheels. 

Ford Employee or eligible family member 


LIMITED 4x2 

Dark green, clearcoat metallic, medium parchment leather, trip 
computer, illuminated running boards, aux. heater/air conditioning, 
third row seat, rear radio controls, power driver's seat, electronic 4- 
speed automatic transmission, AM/FM stereo w/in-dash 6 CD player. 

Ford Employee or eligible family member 


WAS $31,830 NOW 


$1500 

DOWN 


$1500 

DOWN 


$1500 

DOWN 

$ 27316 ** 


A-PLAN 
24 MO. 
LEASE 
RENEWAL 


A-PLAN ZERO $1500 

24 Month DOWN DOWN 

RENEWAL s 262“” s 199 9 


programs f 


JUST ARRIVED! 

8 Mustang Convertibles! 
Hurry For^Best Solectlonlll 


!OOd^|Kp6orei 
XLJ 4 Door 


Over 250 Pre- 
Owned Cars, 
Trucks, Vans & 
SUV’s 


indst 


Attention Business v 
Owners: ' 

Cargo Vans, Cube Vans, Cab 
& Chassis's, Utility Trucks 
Some with less than 25 miles! 
Gas, Diesel, Automatics, Sticks. 

IDsQi GBhibQ CDaiP QpsaG 
Dsa§® Hkeedpsiii)^ 


EHEJ Q03 [501 


’Add Tax and plates. **96 mo. financing with 10% down payment and approved credit through Bayvlew Bank. With approved financing and Her level 0/1/2 thru FMCC. t60 month 


discover the Demmer difference 


37300 MICHIGAN AVENUE 
AT NEWBURGH, WAYNE 


^ 1998&1999^^v 

.H?.EvSIDENT6> 


734-721 -2600 

1-M0-ASK.F0RD n-i;--c 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT ': 96 ^les Fwy-£ 

www.demmer.com J ■VTTSm h 

www.aplanheadquarters.com 01 ^ W j i W fr j B §• 

Member of DADACARS.COM j. - 

MAIN LOT USED CARS JUS M153 Ford Road | 

734-641-6205 . r T)S-12 MichigarTAvenue g> 

APPORDABLES it-j^FordFwy-X 

734-721-5020 U -—- 1 - L 


$ 486 
$2007 


2001 EXPLORER 
SPORT TRAC 4X4 


Sale Hours: 

MON., & THURS. 8 AM - 9 PM 
TUES., WEDS., FRI. 

8 AM - 6 PM 

Service Hours: 

MON. & THURS. 8 AM - 9 PM 
TUES., WEDS., FRI. 

8 AM - 6 PM 


$ 430 
$1972 


$ 452 
$1997 


2001 F-150 
4X2 SUPERCAB 


$ 343 
$1660 


'Plus tax, title, license & destination. Rebates computed In price. **24/36 month lease. 1,000 miles per month, 15$ per 
mile excess charge. License & title due at delivery. 6% use tax due monthly. All rebates assigned to dealer. 

+Ranger Off Lease Buy +F-Series Off Lease Buy 


$ 627 
$2149 


2001 EXCURSION 


2001 EXPEDITION XLT 


Down Total Due 
Payment At Incptn 


MODEL 
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80MULU8 PUBLIC L«9A*r : 




Jack Demmer Automotive Group Announces 



If mou Are Looking For A Ford, Lincoln, or Mercury, SEE US TODAY! 



Jack Demmer Ford 

37300 MICHIGAN AVE. AT NEWBURGH, WAYNE 


Jack Demmer Lincoln/Mercury 

21531 MICHIGAN AVE., DEARBORN 


734 - 721-2600 


313-274-8800 
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L Bring in this ad 

WE WILL PAY 
YOUR SALES TAX 


ON ANY PREMIUM 
BEDDING PURCHASE 


BUNKBED 


38411 Ford Road 
(1 Mile East of 1-275) 

(734) 728-9500 


16706 Telegraph 
(Between 5 & 6 Mile) 

(313) 535-2500 


HOURS: Monday - Friday 10-8 Saturday 10-6 Sunday Noon-5 
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Ford bonuses average $6700 per employee 


Ford Motor Co. announced a couple 
of weeks ago that Ford's 79,000 hourly 
employees will receive an average prof¬ 
it-sharing check this week that tips the 
$6,700.00 mark. 

Although down from last year’s 
$8,000 average, Ford bonuses are a 
windfall when compared to GM’s $800 
and Chrysler’s $375 per hourly employ¬ 
ee. In fact, out of all auto companies re- 
porting. Ford employees received 
bonuses higher than any other with the 
exception of Mercedes employees who 
raked in $7,150. 

Visteon Corps. 24.000 hourly workers 
also will receive Ford profit- sharing 
checks even though the parts maker 
was spun off from Ford last year. 

"The latest bonuses are a testimony 
to the strength of our team at Ford....a 
team that delivers in good times and in 
challenging times,” noted Jacques 
Nasser, Fbrd president and chief exec¬ 
utive officer 

The substantial payout, to be distrib¬ 
uted on Wednesday, is a sign of Ford’s 
relative health compared to crosstown 
rivals General Motors and Daimler- 
Chrysler 

Ford claimed a profit of $1.2 billion, 
or 64 cents a share, in operating profit 
in the fourth quarter of 2000, compared 
with $1.8 billion, or 83 cents a share, a 
year earlier. The results exclude the 
spinoff ofVisteon. 

Fourth-quarter revenues dropped 
slightly to S&2.6 billion from $43.9 bil¬ 
lion a year earlier. The difference, ac¬ 



cording to analysts, is the result of a jit¬ 
tery U.S. stock market, bad weather in 
December and the prolonged presi¬ 
dential deadlock. 

Interestingly enough, Ford’s be- 
leagured European operations showed 
signs of life, posting a profit for the 
fourth quarter. 


For all of 2000, profits from Ford’s 
continuing operations fell to $6.67 bil¬ 
lion compared to $6.8 billion in 1999. 
Net profits for 2000 were posted at $3.5 
billion, down from $7.2 billion in 1999. 

Fbrd lost an estimated $1 billion in 
2000 because of vehicle recalls and 
problem-plagued vehicle launches. 


Ford Focus 

Revenue for the year actually posted 
a record $170.1 billion compared to 
$160.7 billion in 1999. 

For 2001, Ford hopes to hike rev¬ 
enues by 5 billion, generate a $4 per¬ 
cent return on sales in North America 
and reduce casts by $1 billion. 


JOHN ROGINI1J1I 

30500 Plymouth Rd., Livonia, Ml 48150 

Ford Workers Stop by & see our 

wide selection of 
Used Ford Trucks! 


525-09®0 
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Ford hopes new 2002 Thunderbird will sell big 



Ford Motor Company hopes to ex¬ 
cite auto enthusiasts with the unveiling 
of the all-new 2002 Fbrd Thunderbird. 

’’This car, its style, the statement it 
makes, the feelings it evokes - all will 
make it an icon in its own light,” said 
Jim O’Connor, president of Ford Divi¬ 
sion. “For those who, like me, really 
loved the original Thunderbirds, this 
moment has been 45 years in the mak¬ 
ing” 

Dealer showrooms began displaying 
the new Thunderbird in late January. 
On January 8th, dealers were officially 
allowed to take orders for the vehicle 
which began regular production a few 
weeks ago. 

The new Thunderbird is a two-seat 
rear-wheel-drive, V-8 powered, con¬ 
vertible roadster. An optional convert¬ 
ible top with classic porthole windows 
is available. The 83-pound top is easily 
fastened with a pin-and-bolt system at 
the two front attachments and two 
clamps at the rear. 

Under the hood the Thunderbird 
has power to spare with the all- alu¬ 
minum 3.9-liter DOHC V-8, and a five- 
speed automatic transmission. Four 
wheel anti-lock disc brakes are stan¬ 
dard and employ electronic brake 
force distribution. 

The Thunderbird nameplate is one 
of the most recognized of all cars. The 
sporty two-seat roadster of the 50’s and 
now of today, was replace in the late 
50’s with a full-sized luxury family 


sedan that was marketed to the mass¬ 
es. Known as “Square Birds” the bigger 
Thunderbird became a huge hit when 
Ford needed a bigtime volume seller 
In the early 60’s the Thunderbird 
shed its square design to a car that per¬ 
sonified a futuristic image with a 
smooth aerodynamic appearance. It 


was dubbed the “Bullet Bird.” 

The new Ford Thunderbird was a 
big hit as a concept car at the 2000 auto 
show.. In September 2000, upscale re¬ 
tailer Neiman Marcus ordered 200 of 
the special edition 2002 Thunderbirds 
and made them available for early or- 


2002 Thunderbird 

ders in its annual Christmas Book The 
black and silver cars were priced at 
$41,995 and sold out in a record time of 
2 hours, 15 minutes. 

25,000 new Thunderbirds will be 
built at the Fbrd Wixom Assembly Plant 
this year 




- Many Brands to 
Choose From 


re; supplies “Pius' 


DISCOUNT P€T FOOD AND SUPPUCS 


We will meet or beat any 
local advertised prices! 


Major Credit Cards 
Accepted 

J 


- Supermarket 

Convenience 

- Full Line Pet 

Supplies 

- Live Fish 


CANTON, Ml 

43665 FORD ROAD 

1.5 Miles West of 1-275 Across From Target 

(734) 981-9191 

STORE HOURS: 

Mon.-Sat. 9am to 9pm 
Sunday 10am to 6pm 


| TARGET | 
FORD ROAD 


ABC 

WAREHOUSE P 


□ □ o 


sumMss 

-mil- t 
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Ford Expedition only SUV to earn top crash ruling 


The Ford Expedition has become 
the only Sport Utility Vehicle (SUV) 
to earn a double five-star rating in 
U.S. government frontal crash test¬ 
ing. 

“All of our SUVs perform well in 
real-world situations and consumer 
crash tests,” said Gurminder Bedi, 
vice president, Truck Product De¬ 
velopment. “However, this accom¬ 
plishment is special because we had 
to reach this level of crash test per¬ 
formance without jeopardizing any 
of the advancements we’ve made in 
the area of vehicle-to-vehicle com¬ 
patibility.” 

Expedition was able to earn the 
government's top rating for frontal 
crash tests because of additional en¬ 


hancements to the SUV’s restraint 
system. For 2001, the Expedition’s 
safety belt system is equipped with 
technologies called pretensioners 
and energy management retractors. 

Pretensioners are special devices 
located in the retractors of the 
front-seat safety belts. They tighten 
the belts and help prevent belted 
occupants from sliding and bounc¬ 
ing around during a crash. 

If crash forces rise to severe lev¬ 
els, a metal bar tucked in the center 
of the spool of the safety belt retrac¬ 
tor - called an energy management 
retractor - twists like a wrung-out 
washcloth. 

Such action releases small 
amounts of safety belt webbing in a 


controlled manner and helps reduce 
the risk of force-related injuries, es¬ 
pecially to the occupant’s chest. 

These technologies build on the 
Expedition’s existing strong struc¬ 
tural performance in crashes. Its 
safety cage is designed to absorb 
forces from a crash, helping to re¬ 
duce the forces reaching either oc¬ 
cupants of the SUV or another vehi¬ 
cle that may be involved in the 
crash. 

The Expedition continues to be 
the best-selling full-size SUV in the 
U.S. “Expedition provides the capa¬ 
bilities to experience the ‘real’ out¬ 
doors in surprising comfort and con¬ 
trol,” said Doug Walczak, Expedi¬ 
tion marketing manager. 

”The vehicle’s double five-star 
crash rating is further evidence that 
it provides the confidence and capa¬ 
bility for rugged adventure.” 

The 2001 model year Expedition 
was crash-tested by the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administra¬ 
tion (NHTSA) in December. The test 
consists of crashing the Expedition 
into a fixed concrete barrier at 35 
mph, creating essentially the same 
conditions as two identical vehicles 
colliding head-on while each is trav¬ 
eling at 35 mph. Then, scientists ex¬ 
amine impact data provided by in¬ 
strumented dummies inside the ve¬ 
hicle during the crash test 

Paying special attention to head 
and chest injury data, government 
researchers from the National High¬ 


way Traffic Safety Administration 
assign a “star” ranking that corre¬ 
sponds to the level of risk the dum¬ 
mies had in this test of experiencing 
a serious head or chest injury. 

NHTSA has said that a five-star 
rating indicates that in its 35mph 
frontal crash test, the belted dummy 
measurements correlated to a 10 
percent or less chance of any seri¬ 
ous head or chest injury. 

While Expedition and similarly 
sized SUVs are not tested for side 
impacts, all Ford sport utility vehi¬ 
cles are rated at five or four stars 
for both applicable frontal and side 
impact testing conducted by NHT¬ 
SA 

The Expedition began production 
in 1997. It is produced at the Michi¬ 
gan Truck Plant in Wayne, Michigan. 
For the 2000 model year, Ford had 
10 vehicles to earn double five-star 
ratings, more than any other au¬ 
tomaker. 

While many more will still be 
tested by NHTSA, so far for 2001, 
eight Ford Motor Company vehicles 
have earned double five-star frontal 
crash ratings. Both the Mercury Vil¬ 
lager minivan and Lincoln Town-Car 
have also reached this level for the 
first time. Other double five-star 
Ford Motor Company vehicles are: 
Ford Focus, Taurus and Ranger 
electric pickup truck, Mercury 
Sable, and Volvo S80. 





Congratulations Ford Workers! 

Prom the management & staff at iriarwood'Mel. 
We would like to invite you to visit our award 
winning dealership for sales & service 
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TOLL FREE: 

1 - 800 - 317-5478 


ANN ARBOR 734-665-9414 
CORNER VALUE CENTER 429-4219 
STATE & SALINE 734-429-5478 

MICHIGAN VISIT US AT OUR WEB SITE 

AVENUE, www.briarwoodford.com 

saline 


Jeff Steinbach 
Service Director 


Mark W. Trojan 
Used Car Manager 


Steve Whitener 
Vice President/Partner 


Jeff Russell 
New Car Sales Manager 


Tom Bicknell 
New Car Sales Manager 
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The high-end Navigator is a top seller for the Lincoln-Mercury division. The Expedition offers the size and safety many families value in a new vehi 

cle. 



MICHIGAN TRUCK 
PLANT 

Home of the Ford Expedition 
Lincoln Navigator 


WAYNE ASSEMBLY 
PLANT 

Home of the Focus 



38303 Michigan Ave. 
Wayne, Ml 48184 
(313) 467-0500 


37625 Michigan Ave. 
Wayne, Ml 48184 
(313) 467-0200 
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Ford takes a shot with the Bullitt 


Taking aim at a performance legend 
of the past, Ford is introducing the 
2001 Mustang Bullitt GT, a performance 
derivative inspired by the 1968 Mus¬ 
tang Fastback that co-starred with 
Steve McQueen in the classic Warner 
Bros. Pictures film, “Bullitt” 

The decision to put the Bullitt into 
production came after Ford received 
overwhelming positive response from 
consumers who first saw a concept ver¬ 
sion of the car at the 2000 Los Angeles 
Auto Show 

’The movie has some of the greatest 
car-chase scenes ever filmed,” says 
Ford Division President Jim O’Connor. 
“The 1968 Fastback Mustang GT 390, 
driven by Steve McQueen, created an 
indelible image in the minds of mil¬ 
lions of people. We have taken some of 
the passion from the Hollywood film 
and put it into an exciting new car” 

The 2001 Bullitt features exterior en¬ 
hancements that visually and emotion¬ 
ally connect it to the 1968 Fastback 
from the film. These modifications in¬ 
clude unique side scoops, 17-inch Bul- 
litt-style aluminum wheels and a low¬ 
ered suspension. 

The C-pillars and quarter panel 
molding have been modified to create a 
unique look Rocker-panel moldings 
enhance the low-to-the-ground appear¬ 
ance. A bold, brushed aluminum fuel 
filler door is prominently placed on the 
quarter panel. 

Bullitt badging and polished-rolled 


tailpipe tips further distinguish the car 
Bullitt is available in Dark Highland 
Green, True Blue, and Black 

The heart of Bullitt GT is a 46L SO- 
HC V-8 modified to improve airflow 
and reduce parasitic loses. It produces 
more horsepower and significantly 
more torque than the Mustang GT en¬ 
gine. Modifications include: C Twin 
throttle body, cast aluminum intake 
manifold, high flow mufflers for in¬ 
creased power and aggressive perfor¬ 
mance sound, optimized alternator 
and pump pulley ratios Bullitt’s sus¬ 
pension translates this power into 
crisp road manners. The vehicle is low¬ 
ered three-fourths of an inch to gener¬ 
ate a firmer, better-balanced ride and 
improved handling characteristics. 

The performance-handling package 
includes: Re-valved Tokico struts and 
shocks, Unique stabilizer bars (front 
and rear), Frame rail connectors Thir¬ 
teen-inch Brembo front rotors and per¬ 
formance calipers provide excellent 
stopping capability. 

The calipers are painted red and are 
visible through the 17-inch wheels 
spokes when the car is parked or when 
it is cruising the streets of San FYancis- 
co. 

”Bullitt is quick off the line, handles 
great, stops fast and shifts easily with 
improved pedal relationship,” says Art 
Hyde, Mustang chief program engi¬ 
neer. “This is the best performing GT 
we have ever produced.” 


Inside, Bullitt features performance 
bucket seats with Dark Charcoal 
leather trim. A brushed aluminum 
shifter ball, bright shifter bezel, alu¬ 
minum door sill plates with Bullitt 
nomenclature and aluminum pedal 
covers accent the interior’s perfor¬ 
mance appearance. The instrument 
cluster is a modem interpretation of 
1960s design and offers unique curved 
numeric speedometer graphics and a 
white-lit background. 

,r With the Mustang Bullitt, we have a 
lot of functional features that would 
make Steve McQueen and Lt. Frank 
Bullitt proud today,” says O’Connor. 
“Bullitt has elevated the GT into an un¬ 
forgettable car that enhances Ford’s 
performance reputation and builds on 
Mustang’s performance tradition that 
began with vehicles like the Mach 1, 
Boss 302 and the 428 Cobra Jet” 

All these features are included for a 


package price of $3,695 MSRP There 
will be a limited production of Mustang 
Bullitt GTs built on the same line of the 
Dearborn Assembly Plant that pro¬ 
duces the V6, GT and Cobra Mustangs. 

Each Bullitt will come with a unique 
serialized identification label from the 
factory to ensure exclusivity and collec¬ 
tability. Steve McQueen’s heirs and 
Warner Bros, have been working close¬ 
ly with Ford on this project and look 
forward to honoring the memory of Mr. 
McQueea 

And if the 2001 Mustang Bullitt GT is 
any indication, the Bullitt legend will 
have a brand new chapter 

’’BULLITT’ is a trademark of Warn¬ 
er Bros., Chadwick McQueen and Terry 
McQueen Testamentary Trust. Copy¬ 
right Steve McQueen (tm) Represented 
by The Roger Richman Agency, Inc. 
Beverly Hills, CA. www.stevemc- 
queen.com 
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Bonuses won in hard fought bargaining sessions 


By DIANE ARETZ 

_MCN Special Writer_ 

In 1999, the UAW renewed the con¬ 
tract between its members and Ford 
Motor Company-the contract which 
obliged the auto company to pay out its 
hourly employees a certain percentage 
of their total profits. 

This aspect of the contract was first 
negotiated in 1982 and signed a year 
later and was based on several vari¬ 
ables: the sales and profits of Ford’s 
U.S. operations, the amount of pay 
earned by each individual worker dur¬ 
ing the fiscal year including pay scales 
and overtime. 

Today, 18 years later, UAW members 
are enjoying a share of Ford Motor 
Company’s second highest profits since 
the program was instituted. The formu¬ 
la hasn’t changed; just the level of prof¬ 
its. 

Last year, in 1999, hourly UAW union 
members took home checks averaging 
$8,000. This year, those same employees 
will be enjoying $6,700 in profit shares 
come Wednesday, March 7, when Ford 
will be issuing checks to UAW workers. 

Profit sharing is the once-controver- 
sial idea hatched and urged by the 
United Auto Worker’s union Their idea 
was simple and fair. Recognizing the 
fact that American auto companies and 
their executives are faring ever-better 
with profits climbing to record levels 
and shareholder value soaring, the 
UAW wanted to ensure, for one, that 
profits were not made at the cost of 


their workers. 

Often, the UAW understood the strat¬ 
egy of the Big Three to be one of “re¬ 
structuring” and “cost-cutting”- eu¬ 
phemisms for cutting jobs and holding 
the line on workers’ wages and benefits. 
The UAW further took note of the fla¬ 
grantly increasing base salaries of cor¬ 
porate managers and other higher-ups, 
who also enjoyed swelling bonuses, 
stock options and other privileges not 
afforded to UAW’s members. 

At the time that observations were 
being made, talk was bubbling and 
plans surfacing, it was thought that prof¬ 
it sharing would be the enemy of the 
corporation, unrightly draining them of 
profits. 

In 1999, the UAW sought to improve 
on the agreements of the original and 
other previous contracts, focusing on in¬ 
creasing the profits gained by its mem¬ 
bers, establishing profit sharing in those 
UAW workplaces that didn’t have such 
plans. 

They further sought to expand on 
profit sharing programs so that they 
might compare to the “enormous in¬ 
equities inherent in executive compen¬ 
sation practices in this country,” accord¬ 
ing to a press release. They found suc¬ 
cess with the Ford Motor Company in 
1999 when they urged its employers to 
establish a direct link between the prof¬ 
it sharing of hourly workers and the 
general compensation of corporate ex¬ 
ecutives. 

Ford was also open when the UAW 
induced the auto company to eliminate 


the negative impact on profit sharing re¬ 
sulting from adjustments in executive 
compensation packages, mergers, plant 
closings, spin-offs, consolidations and 
other forms of restructuring and the 
many changes in accounting rules and 
practices. “Protection of our workers is 
our job,” stated one UAW official. 
“These policies have been instituted to 
ensure the continuing relationship be¬ 
tween Fbrd and our workers.” 

Fbrd was the first of the Big Three to 
sign on in 1983, and since then, things 
have changed. Today, profit sharing has 
seemed to strengthen the relationship 
between auto companies and their 
workers. The company is enjoying 
record profits, and workers are getting a 
piece of the pie. 

Many of these workers have been 
with Ford for more than 20 years and 
see the profit sharing as a fair and right 
addition to their contracts, which are 
negotiated every three or four years. 

Robert Rezin of Westland has 
worked for Fbrd’s Warehouse Parts Di¬ 
vision for 23 years. He anticipates 
Wednesday’s check, claiming, “I’m go¬ 
ing to use it to pay off some bills, maybe 
do a little remodeling in the house.” He 
seems cheery at receiving what he be¬ 
lieves he and his fellow UAW members 
are entitled to. “If the company is doing 
so well, it is because the workers are 
performing at the best of their ability. 
They deserve to be recognized and re¬ 
warded for that” 

William Vock has been a cleaner for 
the Ford Motor Company for 28 years 


and has enjoyed the profits curried over 
the past 16 years (for three years-1990, 
‘91 and l^-Ford made no profits; UAW 
members saw none). What will he do 
with his share of the pie? “I’ll be divvy¬ 
ing it up amongst my children, I guess!” 
he laughed. He feels strongly that the 
UAW is pursuing a good cause in profit 
sharing. “If the company is going to 
make money, so should its employees, 
“he emphatically noted. 

For 27 years, Hector Lebert has 
worked for Ford’s Wayne Assembly 
Plant He plans to “save the money,” re¬ 
ceived on Wednesday. “For many years 
I worked at Ford and the agreement 
wasn’t in place,” Lebert recalled. “The 
executives in Dearborn were making all 
that money off of our backs. We are en¬ 
titled to a piece of the pie.” 

Sam Welsley, a 26-year employee of 
Ford, plans to use his money, “to pay off 
some debts, maybe save up to take my 
wife on a vacation!”. He feels certain 
that the institution of the profit sharing 
agreement is good and right “The UAW 
has fought for worker’s rights, and this 
is definitely a worker’s rights issue. It’s 
not good to see the bigwigs making all 
the money off of our worker Profit shar¬ 
ing has eliminated that concern” 

Diane Teeters agrees. A 23-year em¬ 
ployee in Ford Motor Company’s Parts 
Division, Teeters plans to use her mon¬ 
ey to “pay off bills!”. She asserted plain¬ 
ly that, “Yes, we should receive profit 
shares. We are the people doing the ac¬ 
tual physical work for the company!” 
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impressive profits with hourly workers 


Ford shares 

By DIANE ARETZ 
MCN Special Writer 

Of the 750,000 UAW union members, 
a sizeable 103,000 are hourly employ¬ 
ees for the Ford Motor Company, in¬ 
cluding the 24,000 employed at Visteon 
Corp., a subsidiary of Fbrd. 

Come Wednesday, March 7, the auto¬ 
motive company will be making those 
individuals very happy. 

The profit sharing aspect of the con¬ 
tract between the UAW and Ford (as 
well as the other Big Three corpora¬ 
tions) was introduced and agreed upon 
18 years ago, in 1983. That year, the av¬ 
erage check issued per employee was 
$400. At that time, salaried workers 
themselves shared a piece of the pie- 
an aspect of the contract that was abort¬ 
ed in 1999. 

’’They were removed from the con¬ 
tract and their merit and bonus plans 
were adjusted separately, “explained 
Ed Miller of Ford Motor Company’s 
World Headquarters in Dearborn. 

The re-negotiation of the UAW con¬ 
tract with Fbrd and the rest of the Big 
Three was agreed upon in 1999. Based 
on a four-year contract, profit sharing 
will be up for re-examination again in 
2003. Its success will probably ensure 
its future, as Ford likely notes its exu¬ 
berant effect on employee morale. 


Though profits have vacillated from 
high and low in the 18 years since the 
profit sharing plan has been instituted, 
“the formula hasn’t changed,” accord¬ 
ing to Miller The money that goes into 
the Profit Sharing Plan is based on the 
sales and profits of Fbrd’s U.S. opera¬ 
tions, excluding certain non-automotive 
subsidiaries. 

The payments made to each individ¬ 
ual employee are based on the amount 
of pay earned by each worker during 
the calendar year In other words, pay 
scales and overtime are figured into 
checks. If Fbrd Motor Company doesn’t 
make any profits in a given year; hourly 
UAW members likewise do not receive 
a share of profits in the form of a bonus 
check This was the case in 1990,1991 
and 1992 alike-years when profits 
proved to be zero. Most years have 
seen some increase. In 1984, the aver¬ 
age profit sharing payment was $2,000. 
In the following years it rose and fell 
from $1,200 to $2,100 to $3,700 to $2,800 
to $1,025. In 1993- after three bleak 
years-profits rose to the point that 
checks ascended back to $1,350, then a 
record $4,000, then $1,700, $1,800, $4,400 
and $6,100 in 1998. In 1999, a record 
was set when profits rose to a whop¬ 
ping $8,000 check per employee. 

January 31 of this year, Fbrd World 
Headquarters announced the results 


of the 2000 fiscal year, which ended 
Dec. 31. Fbr a month, a team at Ford 
World Headquarters tallied the year’s 
profits, eventually emerging with the 
average payout per UAW employee. 
The average check will be $6,700, the 
second highest in Ford’s 18 years of 
profit sharing 

Ford Motor Company is pleased 
with this result “This is the 15th pay¬ 
out in 18 years of profit sharing at Fbrd, 
a record that we can be proud of, 
‘Jacques Nasser, President and CEO 
announced in a press statement Fbrd 
apparently recognizes the efforts of 
their UAW employees and is happy to 
reward them and encourage their hard 
work” 

When added together, the average 
payments for each year total $4,275. 
This amount compares impressively to 
the other Big Three corporations, who 
have followed Ford’s lead in participat¬ 
ing in profit sharing 

Ford was the first of the Big Three to 
sign a contract with the UAW and it set 
a precedent by finding ways to cut costs 
by $1 billion and save money-not at the 
workers’ expense. Fbrd was the first to 
prove wrong the fear that “what is right 
for workers is wrong for the compa¬ 
nies, “according to a UAW representa¬ 
tive. In its first year of profit sharing, 
Fbrd’s U.S. auto operations generated 


record profits ofl.2 billioa 

While payout amounts were figured 
and administered by Ford Headquar¬ 
ters, its many plants all over the coun¬ 
try will take the task of allocating 
checks to the 110,000 UAW members af¬ 
fected by the profit sharing Though 
there were 103,000 active U.S. hourly 
UAW workers on the rolls at the end of 
2000, the addition 7,000 benefited are 
attributable to replacement of retirees, 
other attrition and new hires. 
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Ford employees happy with bonuses 


By GENA GIANNUZZI 

_MCN Special Writer_ 

The $6,700 Fbrd workers received on 
Wednesday, is a far cry from the $800 
earned by GM workers and the $375 dis¬ 
tributed to Chrysler employees. We 
talked to several Fbrd workers to deter¬ 
mine what they would do with their 
large bonuses. 

Vic Audette of Garden City has 
woi'ked at Fbrd’s for 29 years. “It’s the 
best car company in the world,” he said. 

Audette is looking forward to his 
profit sharing check and is planning on 
taking all of his close friends out to 
Mountain Jack’s for dinner when he 
gets it This is something that he does for 
his friends every year with his profit 
sharing check He plans on putting the 
rest aside to buy a new home. 

Audette talked about the benefit 
package that Fbrd offers their employ¬ 
ees which includes free legal services. 
“God has really blessed me at Fbrd's 
he concluded 

Several other employees caught in 
the parking lot of the Ford Assembly 
Plant in Wayne, had only good things to 
say about Fbrd. 

Steve, a 28 year Fbrd employee from 
Commerce Township said, “They 
(Fbrd’s) has been very good to me.” He 
said that the profit sharing check will be 
coming just in time to help him pay for 
his daughter’s wedding. He expressed 
sympathy for workers from the other au¬ 
to plants who aren’t getting as much for 
their bonus, “We all work the same. It 


just doesn’t seem fair” 

Andy Jones of Wayne said, “I consid¬ 
er myself lucky to work for Fbrd’s” He 
plans to pay off his debts, spend'a little, 
and put the rest away. “I feel sorry for 
the Chrysler workers. I wouldn’t want to 
be them right now. We’ve been lucky 
ever since Fbrd started profit sharing.” 

12 year employee Jonnia Kientz 
thinks working at Fbrd is great In ac¬ 
knowledging the reduction in size that 
Chrysler is undergoing, she said “I hope 
Fbrd keeps it up.” 

Romulus resident James Taylor com¬ 
mented, “I’ve been here over 20 years, 
so I’d say I like to be here. The profit 
sharing check will certainly helps with 
the bills.” 

33 year employee Ron Harrison of 
Taylor said of his years at the Ford 
plant, “It’s a job that pays the bills. It has 
had good and bad days, just like any¬ 
where else.” Harrison, who is retiring in 
August plans to use his profit sharing 
check to pay off his truck, and to retire 
in Arizona because it is warmer there. 

’1 love it at Fbrd. You can’t find better 
benefits,” said Sam Makki of Dearborn 
Heights. “I am very happy here.” 

Job security was the number one 
benefit for Leo Salinas. He spoke of the 
health, and dental benefits. He plans on 
investing half of his profit sharing check 
in Fbrd stock, and spending the rest 

About the hardship Chrysler employ¬ 
ees are undergoing during this time of 
downsizing Salinas concluded, “We are 
all brothers, but some companies do 
better than others.” 
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Belleville’s Mandeville hopes to revolutionize pool biz 



A Prestige pool is lifted by crane and set into a pre-dug shell. 


Belleville businessman Doug Man¬ 
deville is clearly excited about his 
newest business. And, quite frankly one 
would have a hard time arguing the 
merits of his product, because if he is 
telling it like it is, the swimming pool 
business will never be the same. 

Mandeville owns Prestige Pools, a 
business that he started a little over a 
year ago after attending a seminar in 
Orlando. Having owned pools most of 
his adult life and seeking a business 
that combined two interests of his - 
construction and outdoors - Prestige 
and Mandeville appear a perfect fit 

Prestige sells and installs fiberglass 
inground pools. Amazingly, an installa¬ 
tion can take one day and the pool can 
be fully operational in a week’s time 

‘A customer can leave for work in 
the morning,” said Mandeville, and by 
the time he returns home from a day’s 
work, the pool will be installed and 
filled with water” 

How so, you may ask? Mandeville 
claims it takes about three hours to dig 
the hole. The fiberglass pool is brought 
in in one whole piece and lifted by 
crane over homes, trees and wires and 
placed in the hole. Following this 
process, a water truck pumps the pool 
full of water. 

It is a sight to behold explains Man¬ 
deville. “One installation that was done 
in Livonia last fall had about sixty 
neighbors gather as the huge fiberglass 
shell was lifted high over a home and 
placed in the backyard hole.” 


Mandeville cautions, however, that 
the pool is not necessarily ready to use 
in one day The entire installation actu¬ 
ally takes a week in most cases because 
building inspectors, electrical work and 
other items have to be tended to before 
the pool is swimmable. Considering 
that a gunite pool takes 4 to 6 weeks to 
install, the fiberglass installation time is 
remarkable. 

Most features are remarkable when 
comparing fiberglass to gunite. For in¬ 
stance you never have to drain a fiber¬ 
glass pool in the winter. Nor do you 
have to re-surface or paint a fiberglass 
pool every three years. Prestige, addi¬ 
tionally offers a lifetime guarantee on 
any pool purchased. Most importantly 
the price of fiberglass pools is almost 
half what a good gunite pool would 
cost 

But there are more features. Most 
models have built-in bench seating . 
The fiberglass sides are smooth thus 
very comfortable to lean against, unlike 
gunite or cement pools that usually 
have rough edges. 

An option that most buyers choose is 
the fiber-optic state-of-the-art colored 
lighting. Most people are amazed at the 
colorful glo the lighting produces. On 
most models, hot tub type water jets are 
also available. 

Finally it is worth noting that fiber¬ 
glass inground pools add equity to your 
home. Above ground pools, Mandeville 
notes, “add zero dollars to your home 
value.” 


Fiberglass pools are widely popular 
in the southwest Three manufacturers- 
Viking, American and Aloha- are the 
leaders in this growing craze, and Pres¬ 
tige represents all three in southeast 
Michigan. 


Fiberglass pools come in all sizes 
starting with an 8’ x 12’ commercial spa 
to a 17’x 42’. 

Prestige Pools is located at 879 
Sumpter Road, in Belleville. Their 
phone number is 699-6969. 
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Jack Demmer purchases Dearborn lincoln-Mercury dealership 



Jack Demmer with sons Jim and Bill Demmer. 


The Jack Demmer Automotive 
Group made a major announcement in 
late December that they had purchased 
the nation’s fourth largest Lincoln-Mer¬ 
cury dealership- Krug Lincoln-Mercury 
in Dearborn. 

The Krug Dealership, which has 
been a landmark in Dearborn, will now 
be called Jack Demmer Lincoln-Mer¬ 
cury Located at 21531 Michigan Ave., 
the dealership covers 6.1 acres and 
268.456 square feet of building space. 

“It is an honor to continue the legacy 
of Sig Krug,” said Bill Demmer, presi¬ 
dent of Demmer Automotive Group. 
“We at Demmer will work hard to con¬ 
tinue that legacy,” he added. 

In addition to the extensive new ve¬ 
hicle inventory- typically 750 vehicles- 
the Demmer Group has added several 
new features to the dealership, such as 
spot delivery of vehicles, and a new 
valet service. 

Additionally, The Demmer Group 
hopes to bring their website expertise 
to the Lincon-Mercury store. 

HYPERLINK 

“http:/Avww.demmercom” 

HYPERLINK “http://www.aplan- 
headquarters.com”, are Demmer web¬ 
sites that have helped to boost sales at 
the Fbrd dealership. 

“Our websites have been very suc¬ 
cessful,” noted Bill Demmer. “We have 
four people who are dedicated to work¬ 
ing our websites. That’s unheard of at 
at dealership.” 

The Demmer websites were fea¬ 


tured on a special report produced and 
broadcast on CNN last Spring. 

The Dearborn dealership is a great 
fit for Demmer’s Ford dealership that 
is located in Wayne and usually has 900- 
plus cars and trucks in stock. The two 
businesses are only eight miles apart, 
which should make it easy for the fa- 
ther-and-son Demmer team to oversee 
the two locations. 

The Demmer Group employs about 
170 people at the two locations. A third 
location, Demmer Lincoln-Mercury in 
Farmington was transferred back to 
Ford Motor Co., as part of the deal with 
Krug. 

We have enjoyed the relationships 
we’ve developed in Farmington over 
the last two years, and we’ll continue 
them by providing uninterrupted ser¬ 
vice, including free pick-up and deliv¬ 
ery,”. added Demmer. “Our customers 
will receive the same excellent service 
at the Dearborn location.” 

Bill Demmer said that the purchase 
is akin to homecoming, for the Dem¬ 
mer’s. Father, Jack, has been a resident 
of Dearborn since 1952, and is very well 
respected in the business community. A 
few years ago he and several partners 
established the Community Bank of 
Dearborn. 

The idea of buying the Krug dealer¬ 
ship occurred in late October, as Sig 
Krug was battling cancer. 

Having known the Demmer’s for 
years, Krug selected Jack, as the one 
person he wanted to sell his dealership 


to. On December 14, a few days after 
the purchase was completed, Krug, 77, 
died. 

Jack Demmer Fbrd was founded in 
1957 as an Edsel dealership in West- 
land. It located to South Lyon in 1960. 


The dealership moved to Wayne in 
1969, where it has been a fixture ever 
since. 

Hours at both dealerships are 9 to 9 
Monday and Thursday and 9 to 6 on 
Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday 


f*W6ter 

Works 


Auto Wash 

CARS • PICK-UPS -• VANS 


BELLEVILLE 



697-4492 



697-0741 


Mike Suliman - Owner 


Sav-A-Lot 

34630 Michigan Ave. 
Wayne, Ml 48184 

[ 734 ] 467-6912 

Sou-A-Hoi 
S mm FmA 
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2002, Ford Explorer prices begin at $24,620 



The 2002 Ford Explorer is the next 
generation of the best-selling sport 
utility vehicle in the world. The new 
Explorer is redesigned from the 
ground up - with major improvements 
in package, suspension, powertrains 
and safety. 

The base Manufacturer’s Suggested 
Retail Prices for the 2002 Fbrd Explor¬ 
er range from $24,620 (including desti¬ 
nation and delivery charges of $600) 
for the XLS series to $28,380 (including 
destination and delivery charges) for 
the XLT series to $32,690 including 
destination and delivery) for the Eddie 
Bauer and Limited series’. 

The volume model, an XLT 4x4 
equipped with the standard 4.0-liter V- 
6 engine and optional premium elec¬ 
tronic AM/FM stereo/clock/single CD 
will carry a base MSRP of $30,475 (in¬ 
cluding D&D charges). 

The New Explorer “The Ford Ex¬ 
plorer redefined the sport utility seg¬ 
ment and pioneered the way for the 
entire industry when it was intro¬ 
duced in 1990. For more than 10 years 
running, Explorer has been the best¬ 
selling SUV in the world,” said Jim O’¬ 
Connor, Ford Division President “But 
we’re not resting our laurels. The all- 
new Explorer for the 2002-model year 
continued to innovate - with techno¬ 
logical improvements in safety, roomi¬ 
ness, ride and comfort, all intended to 
lead the industry into the future.” 

Explorer is designed to be rugged 


and contemporary to complement the 
Ford “Outfitters” SUV family.‘The new 
four-door Explorer has a clear, power¬ 
ful vehicle stance and proportions en¬ 
hanced by simple, rounded forms that 
build on the vehicle’s classically popu¬ 
lar design theme. 

With a new independent rear sus¬ 
pension (IRS) system and unique 
“porthole-in-frame” design - allowing 
for a lower step-in height and a third 
row seat - Explorer is designed to offer 
an improved ride and more comfort¬ 
able, user-friendly package. Ford Ex¬ 
plorer also offers customers many 


2002 Ford Explorer 

standard and optional features that 
make it stand out from the competi¬ 
tion. Some of those product features 
include: 2.5-inch wider stance and 2- 
inch longer wheelbase than current 
model for improved appearance, han¬ 
dling and roominess - while maintain¬ 
ing the same vehicle length and height 
Larger door openings and lower step- 
in height for better ingress and egress. 

Optional adjustable pedals (optional 
on XLT, standard (with memory) on 
Eddie Bauer/Limited), a tilting and 
telescoping steering wheel (standard 
on Eddie Bauer/Limited only) and Re¬ 


verse Sensing System (optional on all) 
for better driver comfort and conve¬ 
nience. 

Improved Control Trac four-wheel- 
drive system. Better off-road capability 
with increased ground clearance and 
better approach and departure angles. 
New all-aluminum 4.6-liter SOHC V-8 
engine as an option to the improved 
40-liter SOHC V-6. New automatic and 
manual transmissions. New side-im¬ 
pact curtain air bag system, as well as 
rollover protection sensors (available 
later in 2001). New AdvanceTrac inter¬ 
active vehicle system combining the 
benefits of traction control and elec¬ 
tronic stability (yaw) control (available 
later in 2001). 

Ford Personal Safety System, in¬ 
cluding driver and passenger dual¬ 
stage air bags and deployment charac¬ 
teristics (available later in 2001). Low¬ 
er front bumper for better SUV com¬ 
patibility with other vehicles on the 
road. 

Substantially stiffer bodyshell and 
thousands of noise control measures 
for better NVH. 15-percent reduction 
in annual operating costs thanks to 
easier serviceability and longer inter¬ 
vals between scheduled maintenance. 

Available in dealerships beginning 
in early 2001, the 2002-model Explorer 
will be built at Ford Motor Company’s 
Louisville, Ky., and St Louis, Mo., as¬ 
sembly plants. Production begins in 
late 2000. 



Check Our Low Prices! 


We AcceptAILManufacturer's Coupons 


Warning: The Surgeon General states that 
cigarettes contain carbon monoxide 


35169 Michigan Ave. 
and Wayne Rd. 

(734) 595-7676 

Hours: Mon. - Sat. 10-7pm 
Sunday 11 - 4pm 


American Owned 
& Operated 


Winston or 1 
Camel 

Except non-filters 

*30.991 

Marlboro 
or Virginia 

SlimS All Styles 

*27.491 

KOOL 

All Styles 

*30.991 

BASIC OR 
CAMBRIDGE 

All Styles 

*24.99 s? 

Selected Marlboro 
Menthol Styles 

BUY ONE PACK, 
GET ONE FREE 

Plus Tax 

MONARCH 

All Styles 

$ 23.99 ■£? 


NEW! 

GPC OR 
VICEROY 

All Styles 

*24.49 s? 

DORAL 

All Styles 

$ 25.99 ts 

ROGER 

All Styles • Plus Tax 

BUY ONE, 

GET ONE FREE 

PACKS OR CARTONS 





* WOOLF 
AIRCRAFT 


6401 Cogswell 
Romulus, MI 48174 

734 - 721-5330 
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FRIENDSHIP CHILD 
CARE CENTER 
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• Infants & Toddlers • Pre School 
8 School Age Children 

• Lunch & Snacki Provided 


mm 


mm mm 
r» §mim 


* Reasonable rates 

* State payments accepted 

* Sibling discounts 


33020 Palmer Road (atVenoy) • Westland, Ml 48186 
FOR ENROLLMENT INFORMATION CALL 

Kathy Prager (734) 595-3*97 



ALWAYS BUYING 

ALL TYPES OF FERROUS & NONFERROUS SCRAP METALS 


• Aluminum 

• Brass 

• Copper 

• Lead 

• Carbide 

• Alloy 

• Insulated Wire 

• Radiators 

• Batteries 

• Stainless Steel 

• Iron Grades 

• All Metals 


DID YOU KNOW? 

• 55 Years Same Location 

• Authorized Weighmaster 

• Containerized Service Available 

• Industrial Accounts Welcome 

OPEN MON.-FRI. 8 am - 5 pm 
SATURDAY 8 am-3 pm 

L&L Recycling C§, 



34939 Brush Street - Wayne, Ml 48184 
Behind the new Rite Aid Drugs 

(1 Blk. s. of Michigan Ave.) 

(1 Blk. E. of Wayne Rd.) 

734 - 728-1010 


OPEN MONDAY - FRIDAY 8AM - 5PM • SAYURDAY 8AM - 1PM 


MCN Printing 

Quality • Fast Return • 
Affordable 

Flyers • Business Cards • 
Newspapers 
Brochures • Resumes 

Call us today for 
your printing needs! 

Call 729-4000 
today! 




Raymond L 
Woodbury D.D.S. 

University of Michigan Graduate 


8 CROWNS & BRIDGES 8 
DENTURES 8 ROOT CANALS 
8 MOST DENTAL PLANS 
ACCEPTED 
PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE 
8 EMERGENCIES & NEW 
PATIENTS WELCOMED 

<2dfiHte 

©gE&t© 


FLEXIBLE APPTS & EVENINGS & WEEKENDS 


30900 Ford Rd. • Suite G • Garden City 

Between Merriman & Middlebelt 
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Michigan Truck Plant earns high rating 
in Harbour Report Sport Utility category 


Harbour ranks six Ford truck plants 
in the top 10. Ford plants capture top 
ranking in 11 of 12 vehicle segments 

Ford Motor Company grabbed top 
honors in the 2000 Harbour Report re¬ 
leased today for operating the most effi¬ 
cient car and truck assembly plants in 
North America Fbrd also has the best 
overall assembly plant productivity of 
the domestic manufacturers. 

Ford’s Twin Cities (Minn.) Assembly 
Plant, which builds Fbrd Ranger series 
trucks, and Atlanta (Ga.) Assembly 
Plant, which builds Ford Taurus and 
Mercury Sable cars, were ranked first 
in productivity by the Harbour study 
among all U.S., Canadian and Mexican 
assembly plantst 

’’Twin Cities and Atlanta have been 
extremely successful in applying Ford 
manufacturing principles that drive 
quality and eliminate waste through¬ 
out their operations,” said Jim Padilla, 
group vice president of manufacturing. 
“They have set an industry standard 
and understand the work and dedica¬ 
tion required to achieve leadership in 
such a competitive arena. They contin¬ 
ue to demonstrate how to build cus¬ 
tomer satisfaction through manufactur¬ 
ing superiority.” 

The Harbour Report is a widely rec¬ 
ognized and quoted analysis of manu¬ 


facturing productivity in the North 
American automotive industry. The re¬ 
port measures assembly, stamping and 
powertrain productivity performances 
on a plant-by-plant basis. 

In total, Ford captured six of the top 
10 truck assembly plant slots in the 
Harbour ranking and two of the top 10 
car assembly plant slots. Ford also 
dominated the report when ranked by 
vehicle segment, securing 11 of the 12 
top plant rankings in North America 

Measured in hours per vehicle (actu¬ 
al hours paid divided by production in 
the period studied), Ford facilities out¬ 
performed plants operated by other 
manufacturers including General Mo¬ 
tors, DaimlerChrysler, Nissan, Toyota 
and Honda. 

Among the top 10 North American 
truck plants were Ford’s St. Louis 
plant (fourth), Edison (fifth), Louisville 
(sixth), Norfolk (seventh) and Lorain 
(10th). 

In addition to Atlanta, Fbrd’s Chica¬ 
go Assembly plant placed fourth 
among the top 10 car plants measured 
in hours per vehicle. Chicago also pro¬ 
duces the Taurus and Sable. 

Ford assembly plants also ranked 
first in the 2000 Harbour Report in the 
following vehicle segments: Compact 
Car - Kansas City Assembly, which built 


Ford Contour and Mercury Mystique. 
Midsize Car - Atlanta Assembly, builds 
the Ford Taurus and Mercury Sable. 
Large Car - St Thomas, which builds 
the Ford Crown Victoria and Mercury 
Grand Marquis. Luxury Car - Wixom 
Assembly, which builds Lincoln Town 
Car, Continental and LS. Sports Car - 
Dearborn Assembly, which produces 
Ford Mustang. Midsize Sport Utility - 
St Louis Assembly, which builds Ford 
Explorer. FUll Size Sport Utility - Michi¬ 
gan Truck, which builds Ford Expedi¬ 
tion and Lincoln Navigator. Small Size 
Pickup - Twin Cities Assembly, which 
builds the Ford Ranger Rill Size Pick¬ 
up - Norfolk Assembly, which builds 
Ford F-series. Minivans - Oakville As¬ 
sembly; which builds the Ford Wind- 
star. Large Vans - Lorain Assembly, 
which builds Fbrd Econoline. 

Despite these impressive individual 
plant results, Padilla said Ford must 
work harder to improve its rate of over¬ 
all company productivity “Our compe¬ 
tition is getting better, and we need to 
work harder, faster and smarter to 
bring superior products to market,” 
Padilla said. “We have tremendous op¬ 
portunities, and as we continue to in¬ 
corporate technologies like the Ford 
Production System, Consumer Driven 
Six Sigma and e-commerce into our op¬ 


erations, we will gain efficiency and a 
new level of quality and cost effective¬ 
ness.” 

Ford’s Chicago and Maumee stamp¬ 
ing plants ranked among the top 10 in 
North America in a majority of stamp¬ 
ing measures. But overall, Ford’s 
stamping plant efficiency dropped 
slightly, and Padilla noted the company 
has opportunities to make significant 
improvements in its stamping produc¬ 
tivity by adopting more rigorous manu¬ 
facturing and design standards. 

“We have tremendous opportunities 
in stamping, and we are placing a re¬ 
newed emphasis on stamping,” Padilla 
said. “But we are going to approach 
how we make improvements carefully. 
This is a good news, bad news story.” 

Ford’s engine productivity results al¬ 
so dropped slightly in year-over-year 
comparisons - a fact that Ford had an¬ 
ticipated in response to its overall 
product strategy. The company’s 
Romeo Engine Plant topped the Har¬ 
bour study as the most productive V-8 
engine plant in North America. But 
with a migration to more high content 
and complex truck powertrains, Ford 
is reducing automation levels and 
planning lower volume lines. 


WestCand 

LOCK AND KEY, INC. 



35665 Ford Road 
Westland 

2 Blocks West of 
Wayne Road 


Monday thru Friday 
9:00 a.m. til 5:00 p.m. 

Serving This Community 
For 33 Years 

( 734 ) 722-1850 


1 



TRIED & TRUE 

THRIFT STORE 


Bethesda Lutheran 
Homes & Services, Inc 


Furniture 

Kitchenware 

Small Appliances 

Linens 

Books 

Sporting Goods 
Yard Goods 


Mens 

Womens 

Childrens 

Infants 

Plus Sizes 

Maternity 

Antiques 

Collectibles 

Other Treasures 


Sxfoemettf, ^e<uo*uzMe 'P'Uce&f 

35004 Michigan Ave. * Wayne, Ml 48184 

734-728-9777 
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Anvantea 

RESTAURANT 



• Italian & American Cuisine • Cocktails • 

32777 W. Warren Road • Phone 421-1510 

(Between Merriman and Wayne Roads) 

Hours: M-Th. 4 pm-10 pm 
F & Sat 4 pm-11 pm Sun. 2 pm-9 pm 

Treat Your 
Out of Town 
Guests to a 
Great Dinner at 
Amantea 


A PLACE YOU CAN BE PROUD TO BRING YOUR 
FRIENDS, FAMILY OR BUSINESS ASSOCIATES 
SELECT FROM OUR COMPLETE MENU • 

WE HAVE WHAT YOU WANT! 


"Where the Klwanls & 
Rotary Meet 
Every Thursday" 


VOTED OUTSTANDING BARBEQUED 
RIBS At U off M Tailgate Party 
Cooking Contest 

Sponsored by WWJ 950 News Radio • Hosted by 
Jim Brandstatter 1995 & Ron Kramer 1976 


FACILITIES AVAILABLE FOR: 

Afternoon Banquets • Rehearsal Dinners • Bridal Showers 
• All Parties & Banquets • We're Happy to Arrange 
All Your Party Needs - CALL 421-1510 NOW! 


Performance Auto Care 

COMPLETE AUTO REPAIR 
1251 Wayne Road 
Westland, Ml 48186 

(734) 728=5030 




Alternators 

Carburetors & Fuel Injectors 
Cooling Systems & Radiators 
Batteries-Belts-Hoses 
Air Conditioning & Heaters 
Electrical Repairs 
Oil Changes 
Clutches 

Suspensions & Steering 
Engine Performance 
Tune-ups 

Engine Remodeling 
Brake Service 

Discounts Government & City Workers 
Senior Citizens 10% OFF 


10% OFF 

Competitors 
Written Estimates 
or Advertised 
Special, 


Hours: 

Mon.-Fri. 8-6; 
Saturday 8-3 
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Sears Heme Pro 

Home Improvement Installers 

Thousands of Homes Need New Siding. We 
want to install it! As part of the Sears family and 
a leading siding, window and kitchen installer, 
you’ll work with quality products, enjoy high 
volumes and earn more. 

We offer: 

• Great Labor Rates 

• Local Opportunities 

(Personal 
Tools & Equipment 
Required) 

Submit your resume in confidence to: 

Frank 

Phone: 1-800-468-6617 

EOE/M/F/V/H/ A drug free workplace 




Shuttle Zo Airport • fitness Center 

Now leasing 1 & 2 BR Apartments. 

Minutes from Metro Airport. 
Starting At $580 - Free Heat & Water 

734-595-4615 


Mon.-Fri. 9 AM - 5 PM • Sat, 10 AM - 2 PM 
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